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LETTER xl. 
From the Marquis to Madam de Saint-Sever. 


Varennes, June 6, 


AD AM de Narton has doubtleſs 

— informed you of our arrival. The 

journey has been of ſervice to me; 

| and I entertain great hopes from 
the waters, the air of the country, and from 
thoſe advantages which your reſpectable friend 
is endeavouring to procure. me. I cannot 
beſtow too great eulogiums on the friendſhip 


of my fellow-trayeller, No attention was 


Vol. II. B wanting 
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wanting on his part, that could poſſibly 
be ſhewn me. His family has been here 
two days, and ſeems truly amiable, The 
mother and the ſiſters poſſeſs ſo tender 
and ſo real a friendſhip for our dear Fer- 
val, that their interview almoſt overcame 
me. I think nothing can be more reſpecta- 
ble than ſuch an union. The three young 
ladies are handſome; the eldeſt in particular 
has charming features; and, I believe, wit 
and good nature. This is the brother's fa- 
vourite, though he is by no means wanting 
in affection to the others. Madam de Narton 
tells me they are not rich; the cuſtom of this 
province allowing hardly any fortune to 
daughters. Tbis is one of the remains of that 


ancient barbariſm, which I deteſt, Thee young 


perſons are, indeed, to be pitied on this ac- 
count. This, dear fiſter, is all I can tel! 
you at preſent of this country, which will 
Joon be more fertile in events. The com- 
pany, who come to drink the waters, is in- 
creafing every day. Let us know all that 
_ paſſes with you, and I will acquaint you 
with every thing that occurs here. Adieu. 
I embrace you ſincerely, and deſire to be re- 
membered to che Count. 


C 
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LETTER XCII.. 
From Madam de Saint-Sever to the Marquis. ' 


Paris, Tune 9. 
Ov have greatly relieved my anxiety, 


brother, by informing me you are already 
better. Your letter gave me infinite pleaſure. 
Think only of amuſement, and profit from the 
attentions of our excellent friend, in the pro- 
curing of ſuch pleaſures as are ſimple andrural- 
Theſe you ſeem to prefer to ſuch as are mort 
tumultuous ; and I think you are in the right. 
I am charmed that the company you are with 
is agreeable to you. Madam de Narton hath 
many times beſtowed great encomiums, in her 
converſation with me, on Madam and the 
Miſſes de Ferval. I compaſſionate, with you, 
the lot of theſe young ladies, Formerly merit 
and beauty ſupplied the place of fortune ; / 
but this is the caſe no longer. I am ſorry 
for it; both for the honour of our age and its 
happineſs. -My huſband embraces you, and 
exhorts you to cheartulneſs; my requeſt, 


dear brother, is for à perpetuity of your 
affection. | 
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EET TER .XCIV. 
From Madam de Narton to Madam de St. Sever. 
1 | Varennes, June 13. 
Ou patient, my dear Counteſs, is re- 
PF covering apace, and I aſſure you is not 

much dejected. We went out yeſterday, and 
he was very chearful. We fat down on a 
graſs-plot, and for amuſement went to cards. 
Miſs de Ferval had depoſited ſeveral pledges' 
of her loſings, and a ſong was the price of 
their redemption. She has a moſt charming 
voice, and her graces in finging are ſo natu- 
ral, that it is impoſſible not to be in raptures 
with them. The Marquis was really ſo, 
and ſung a duet with her. In the evening 


he engaged her to fing again, and a little 


concert was formed by her, the younger 
ſiſter, and Mr. de Ferval. The Marquis, 


who little expected to find ſuch talents amidſt 


rocks and precipices, was in freſh extaſies. 


He was to have gone to the baths to-day; 
but he has ordered the waters to be brought 
hither. As I take them myſelf, and as the 


$ ladies have the complaiſance to riſe early to 
go out with him, he told me he would en- 


deavour to imitate me; and that, every thing 


conſidered, he rather choſe to continue here 


- — 
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than to go by himſelf to the baths. This 
reſolution has given me great pleaſure. Vou 
know, my dear, the taſte of your brother 
for gaiety and liberty. His unhappy ad- 
venture has altered his character; but he 
may yet return to his natural diſpoſition. 
Our young ladies have gaiety, accompanied 
with wit and decorum; and ſuch are agree- 
able to a man of merit. I confeſs to you, 
my dear Counteſs, I ſhould be at the ſummit 
of my wiſhes if the Marquis ſhould be happy 
enough to approve of, and be approved by, 
Miſs de Ferval. They are both amiable. They 
have been brought together by an adventure, 
and to this happy adventure I will leave them. 
If I were to interpoſe, all would be ſpoilt. 
But I will inform you of your brother's'pro- * 
ceedings. Be they ever ſo delicate, I fhall 
diſcover them. Miſs de Ferval poſſeſſes 2 
cultivated mind, a ſenſibility of ſoul, and an 
honeſty of heart. But I will not carry on the 
illuſion. I ſhall ſee, without appearing to ſee. 
I muſt have relied much, my dear Counteſs, 
on the greatneſs of your ſoul, to have ven- 
tured to communicate to you ſuch an idea. 
The portion of this charming creature in- 
cludes little more than her merit, her virtue, 
* N for the little fortune ſhe can 


2 hope 


GC PTT E R MXCIV. 
hope for is nothing in compariſon to that of 
the Marquis. In the preſent language of 
the world it would doubtleſs be ſaid, he 
had committed an act of folly. But I, who 
am perhaps more intereſted than any of thoſe 
who would ſpeak in this manner, ſince I re- 
gard happineſs only as the true good, and as 
the opulence of your brother places him 
above thoſe conſiderations to which others 
are ſometimes obliged to deſcend, will ven- 
ture to maintain, that this union would ren- 
der his ſituation the envy of every perſon of 
ſenſe and ſenſibility. The ceconomical con- 
duct of Miſs de Ferval, and her moderation as 
to herſelf, might be reckoned, in an exact cal- 
culation, to counterbalance a fortune. She 
has the management of her mother's houſe, 
and for two years has, been intruſted with 
every particular, of which ſhe has acquitted 
herſelf with an eaſe that is aſtaniſning. Her 
attention to buſineſs is ſcarcely perceptible. 
Madam deFerval herſelſ has told me that there 
never was a greater tranquillity and order in 
her family, than ſince her daughter has taken 
the reins of that little government. The 
ſeryants adore her ; and ſhe finds means to 
afford great aſſiſtance to. ſeveral neighbour- 
ing families, at a ſmall expence. I have been 
_ informed 


rr 7 
informed of a thouſand inſtances of her bene- 
ficence, trifling, indeed, in themſelves, but 
important in their motives and effects. Theſe 
ſollicitudes are of more expence to her acti- 
vity than the purchaſe of gold to the poſſeſſor 
of millions. To open our purſe to the un- 
happy, when riches have put it in our power, 
is no great effort; but by our natural abili- 
ties alone to ſupply the want of riches, in our 
relief of them, appears to me a double gene- 
roſity. 

Adieu, dear Counteſs, my hopes may 
vaniſh, becauſe they are perhaps founded 
only on my wiſhes, But, ſuppoſing other- 
wiſe, pleaſing propoſals always cauſe the time 
to paſs agreeably. I can never regret that 
which is employed in the foreſight or deſire 
of good actions, and ſtill leſs when employ- 
ed in a correſpondence with you. | 


r 


LETTER M. 


From Madam de Saint-Sever to Madam de 
Narton. 
Paris, June 17. 
1 T would, indeed, my dear friend, have 
been a mortification to me, if you had 
judged of my ſentiments in any other man- 
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ner than from your own. Your wiſhes coin- 
cide with mine, As my brother's circum- 
Rances have placed him above all pecuniary 
conſiderations with reſpect to marriage, his 
- only motive in ſuch a caſe muſt be happineſs. 

I ſhould applaud the choice, even if his for- 
tune were leſs, The ſhackles, unhappily 
impoſed upon us by the preſent modes, 
oblige us, eſpecially in marriage, to pay a 
regard to fortune; and, as luxury has placed 
every thing in the claſs of neceſſaries, the 
expences it occaſions are with difficulty de- 
frayed, the burden is doubled, and the aſſiſt- 
ance even of parents, who might be able to 
diminiſh it, is precluded. I ſhould think 
the ſituation of two perſons, who without any 
fortune were in love with each other, ex- 
tremely pitiable, becauſe they would be im- 
prudent to marry, and unhappy to remain 
fingle ; but my brother is not in theſe cir- 
cumſtances. He is rich, and I ſhould think 
him more than happy if he could inſure his 
own felicity by uniting it with that of a 
well-bred, virtuous, and amiable woman. 
Though you think it beſt not to interpoſe in 
the affair, yet your advice would be of great 
weight. You know beſt, however, what 
ſteps are moſt proper to be taken, Aſſure my 
. | de 
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LETTER XCVI. 9 
brother of my ſincereſt love and friendſhip, 


and Madam de Ferval of that juſt regard I 
entertain for her. To give ſuch an education 


to her children as ſhe hath done is not the 
talent of every one. To them likewiſe I 


would beg to be remembered. 


— 
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LETTER XCVL 


From the * to Madam de Saint Sever. 


Varennes, June 19. 

JNDEED, ſiſter, I think myſelf under 

great obligations to your Phyſician for 
his good advice; for I am ſcarcely the ſame 
perſon. My health improves daily, and I now 
poſſeſs a chearfulneſs to which I have long 
been a ſtranger. This country boaſts an ex- 
cellent air. - I have continued at Madam de 
Narton's, and the wateis have been of great 
benefit, I am perfectly charmed with my 
preſent mode of life, and cannot conceive a 
greater happineſs. My company is indeed 
very different from that to which I have been 
lately accuſtomed. 

Nothing can be more ſimple or more love- 
ly than our preſent pleaſures. They are by 


no means far-fetched or expenſive z but, on 
; | the 
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the contrary, ariſe from the time, place, and 
circumſtances; ate varied with the day, and 
are entirely unforeſeen, No deſcription can 
therefore be given of them. The Miſſes de 
Ferval are the ſoul of theſe amuſements. 
They have a gentility, a delicacy, a goodneſs, 
which is beyond expreſſion. Goodneſs is an 
hereditary quality in this family. It is com- 
municated by the very preſence of Madam de 
Ferval. I was preſent yeſterday at an affect- 
ing incident, which gave me ſo much plea- 
ſure, that I am willing you ſhould participate 
of it. It may ſerve as a proof, that the beſt 
way of making mankind good, juſt, and ho- 
neſt, is to confer obligations on them. How 
little do true pleaſures coſt ? 
There came into the court before the caſtle 
a man who ſclls goods about the country, 
with two horſes loaded, He deſired to ſpeak 
to Madam de Ferval. The Ladies would 
have ſent him away, and Madam de Ferval 
herſelf thought he had only ſomething for 
ſale ; but as the man was earneſt in his re- 
queſt, he was admitted. His countenance 
was caſy, and he was about thirty years of 
His behaviour, on his entrance, was 
reſpectful, and ſomewhat confuſed. Well, 
Friend, ſaid Madam de Ferval, what is your 


buſineſs with me ? 
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The man endeavoured to return an anſwer 

to this queſtion, but could not. At length, 

aſter ſome heſitation, he preſented a purſe, 

and ſaid, Theſe, Madam, theſe ſeven thou- 

ſand livres I wiſh I could have brought — 
But why have you brought this money to me:? 


It is * ae Madam; it is yours, 
in 


Mine! How is it mine at | 

Yes, Madam, it is yours. You doubtleſs 
recollect---if I had been able, I would not 
have delayed it fo long. | 

- You muſt certainly be miſtaken, friend. 1 
have loſt nothing, and if it is a reſtitution 

No, Madam, it is a debt---It is your mo- 
ney, which you have only lent. 

I really do not comprehend your meaning 
Lou muſt certainly have miſtaken me for 
ſome other perſon, + - 

Oh, Madam, faid he,with teure now ſtream- 
ing from his eyes, and again offering his purſe, 
can Madam de Ferval ever be miſtaken for 
another: | 

But how can I receive this money, friend ? 
Ie cannot be mine. 

Do not you recollect, Madana--- But pol-. 
ſible you may have forgotten poor James, a 
poor orphan, who uſed to bring you pins. 

And 
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And are you the ſame perſon? - 


Yes, Madam; this is the very louis d'or 


which you were ſo good as to lend me l 
teen years k 
Indeed | | 
Yes, Madam. And from theſe four and 
twenty livres, which was my whole ſtock, I 


have gained, with care and labour, a little 


eſtate. 
And pray, I 


Fourteen thouſand livres, Madam. Seven 
| thouſand are in the purſe. I have been pretty 
exact in my accounts, and I have always cal- 


culated e IENN my own; 

My profit! 

Ves, Madam, it was the agreement. 

What agreement, pray? 

Do not you remember, Madam, after Fon: 
had examined my little trunk--- 

O dear, I remember the little trunk, ſaid 
Madam de Ferval, ſmiling. Nothing could 
poſſibly have been neater, or arranged in bet- 


ter order, and yet, I believe, all the things 


in it might have been purchaſed for a crown. 


Vou were pleaſed to aſt how I could get 


a livelihood by ſuch an employment? 
The e ee * 
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And 1 made anſwer, Madam, that the want 
of money had thrown me into ſuch diſſicul 
ties that I knew not what to do. | 

I remember you explained to, me all your 
little projects of trade, a much 
good ſenſe and underſtanding. 

You then aſked me, Madam, * ſum of 
money would make me eaſy in the world. 

I think it was twelve livres, JP. told me; 
yes, it was twelve livres. 

And at that time twelve livres x was an ef, 
tate to me. You gave me, Madam, a louis, 
d'or, on condition I would allow you half * 
profit. * 

What an inſtance of prey And did 
you really conſider it ſerĩouſſy? 

Undoubtedly, Madam.. Here are my ac- 
counts, kept with the greateſt exactneſs. I 
ſhould have been a knave to have ated other- 
wiſe. 

Madam de Ferval's ſurprize and pleaſure 
at the adventure were ſo great, that ſhe could 
ſay no more. The man then untied the 
ſtrings of his purſe, and poured out the money 
on the table, and began to count it. But 
Madam de Ferval ſtopped him. Keep the 
noney, my friend Mou have earned it too 


LT) 
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It is yours, Madam. Tt does not belong 


to me. 

I defire you will take it again. Can there 
be a greater pleaſure, ſaid Madam de Ferval 
_ addrefling Herſery to us, than that which I 
now feel. And yet how little has it colt me? 

The whole company was in tears. But 
the poor man's ſituation was moſt embarraſ- 
ſing. He wept, he trembled, and ſhewed by 
every geſture that the money belonged only 
to Madam de Ferval. I arrived, Madam, but 
yeſterday in this province, aid be, and have 
been at your houſe, where I was told you were 
here. I was fearful that my honeſty would 
have been ſuſpected for having delayed ſo long. 

I am greatly pleafed to ſeg you thus both 
proſperous and honeſt. Heaven hath bleſſed 
you, and you have been deferving. I am 
thankful for having been the inſtrument of 
your good fortune. Go on with, your. buſi- 
nefs, and inform me of the ſucceſs of it. 

But what is to be done with this money ? 

have told you it is not mine. 

But confider the agreement, Madam. 

I beg you will receive back the money, 
The agreement was intended only as an en- 
couragement to your induſtry, | 

I receive it, then, Madam, as a gift. 


It 
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It is no giſt. 

It muſt be a gift, Madam. I cannot re- 
ceive it in any other manner. 

Well, then, it ſhall be as you will. 

Alas, Madam, you are too good. It is 
with gratitude I receive it, and it was with 
equal pleaſure I brought it. But, at leaſt, I 
hope you will permit theſe ladies to chooſe 
whatever they pleaſe from among my goods. 
I have ſome jewels — 

We are greatly obliged to you, faid the 
young ladies; but we —_ be very ſorry 
tO --- 

Ah, Madam, do you refuſe me this 
honour? ſaid the poor man very affectingly. 
No, friend, ſaid Madam de Ferval, my 
oung folks will not accept of any jewels ; 
i have you any ribbands? 
The boxes were brought in, and the man 
laid out his goods with greater activity and 
care than if he had been going to ſell them, 
He deſired the ladies to accept of tie 
whole, and their embaraſſment was ſo great 
that they knew not whether to accept or re- 
fuſe. The former would have been an injury, 
and the latter an affliction to him. Is there 
nothing here that is worth your approbation? 
IF 1 might --- The ladies were at laſt pre- 
vailed 
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vailed on to accept ſome head- dreſſes and 
ribbands, and we all took ſome trifle or o- 
ther. He then left us, full of joy and. gra- 
_ titude, after beſtowing a thouſand bleſſings on 
Madam de Ferval and her family. | 
A ſcene fo affecting as this could not fail 
of being our chief topic of converſation for 
that day. Though any inſtance of liberality 
on our part would yeſterday have been un- 
ſeaſonable, we are determined, however, not 
long to be in arrears. To thoſe who are en- 
dowed with a ſenſibility of heart it is not 
enough merely to be generous : The manner 
is likewiſe to be conſidered. We have been 
very buſy to-day in the preparation of a little 
theatre, which isto be decorated with foliages 
and flower-work, where we are to repreſent 
Tara and the Orphan. Miſs de Ferval is to 
be our principal actreſs; her preſence will 
give ſpirit to the whole; % the 2 
of Oroſmanes and the 7 are intende 
for me. Adieu, dear ſiſter. When you ſee 
me I ſhall be quite recovered. Pray tell the 
Count I follow his advice in every particular. 
Believe me, no affection can ever exceed that | 


which I entertain for yu. 


L ET. 
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From Madam de Narton to Madam 4 St. 
Sever. 


Varennes, June 23. 

con wiſhes, my dear Counteſs, have hi- 
therto ſucceeded. Yeſterday we had the 
repreſentation of Zara and the Orphan. Miſs 
de Ferval acquitted herſelf beyond expectation. 
The paſſion of Oroſmanes ſeemed to flow 
naturally from the Marquis, and the character 
of Zara was equally well performed. The 
compliments of the whole aſſembly were paid 
to Miſs de Ferval, who received them with a 
modeſty inſeparable from real merit. From 
the effects of the Marquis's compliments in 
particular I have almoſt ventured. to preſage 
every thing that can be defired. I communi- 
cated to Madam de Ferval a few days ſince the 
compliments you paid her, which affected her 
much, This introduced a converſation too 
intereſting to be concealed from you. I aſked 
her by what means ſhe had been able to give 
her children ſo perfect an education in the 
midſt of rural obſcurity, and at ſuch a di- 
ſtance from that aſſiſtance which is generally 
elteemed - neceſſary. She replied, I have ever 
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r 


— 2 ͤů — — — — 


rern een. 
tenderly loved them. By. manifeſling my af- 
fection to them as ſoon as they could be ſenſi- 
ble of it, I gained cheir confidence; and by 
gaining their 8 half the labour was 
completed. 

iro engage ter —— her me- 
thods, I then Rarted-the inconveniences which 
1 thought would arife from this ſhew of af- 
feQtion. Were you not apptchenfve, Madam, 
Rid 1; Neff k hol be abuſed * Children ſoon 
the force of a mothet's-affeQion, 
and convert it to their on purpoſes: — 4 
have cunning, and the heart willingly falls 
2 ' By bur condeſeenſion they be- 
dome their own maſtert, and are ſpoiled. _ 
As 1 was ſenfibte/ of this danger; replied 
A T endeavouted to prevent it. 
I confidered that children are- ſuſceptible of 
bapit when they are incapable of reaſon, and 
| at this period I, accuſtomed mine 
10 ſubtnittion. By thus inculeating obedi- 
ence defore they were capable of expreſſing 
oats. dale of De yrantelt Fitlicultics 


the Tubniilfioh of fear, tot of love; and 
hile they are ignorant that your ſeverity is 


Exerciſed 
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exereiſed only ſor their good, will not this fear 
be attended with hatred ? 

Attended with hatred! By no means. They 
were no ſooner capable of rational ſentiment 
that I procured them every pleaſure which in- 
fancy could delight in; that it was to mp 
motive was to make them happy; they were 
happy only with me. Ta be at home was 
then a pleaſure, indeed; it was an unealinek 
to be abſent. A violation of truth was more 
particularly puniſhed by four days baniſhment 
from my apartment, but an acknowledgment 
of the crime always obtained a pardon and 1 
peal. This was the utmoſt of my ſeverity. I 
never had recourſe to the diſagreeable and bar» 
borous cuſtom of beating them, or depriving 
chem of their meals. Blows are too great a diſ- 
grace to an ir mind, and the want of 
food' is inj to health. Children ſhould 
be puniſhed as nearly as poſſible in the ſame 
manner us if they were arrived at years of dif 
eretion. They ſhould be puniſhed by 0 
morſe, by ſhame, by the loſs of the advan» 
#4 ſociety, and by mwuthods funilar 0 
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I now comprehend, ſaid I, in what manner 
thoſe children, who have been accuſtomed to 
obey before they could ſpeak, are more docile, 
and more affected by correction, which is then 
but rarely inflited. . . Yes, replied Madam de 
Ferval, and they are more tender of their 
parents, and more ſenſible of the favours they 
Teceive. No ſeverity having ever been ſhewn 
them, except at an age of which the re- 
membrance is loft, a ſenſe of dependence only 
remains, which is almoſt mechanical : And 
when, at length; as their faculties open, they 
perceive that our power over them is exerciſed 
only to prevent them from doing wrong, or 
for their benefit, it is impoſſible for them not 
to be ſincerely attached to the rr is 
thus the cauſe of their happineſs.” 

This is undoubtedly true And yet is not 
the conduct of governeſſes diametrically oppo- 
ſite to all you have been advancin g? 

Governeſſes, I have already ſaid, act but a 
very imperfect part, and their attention is con- 
fined ta external accompliſhments. My chil- 
dren were always under my own care; 
and I required of them be meekneſs, fim- 
plicity, and m_—_ . N 
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Few mothers, ſaid I, would have patience 
enough to take ſo much pains with their chil- 
Becauſe, replied ſhe, they do not know the 
pleaſures which are united with theſe ſollici- 
tudes. What can be conceived more pleaſing 
than, to behold the tenderneſs and confidence of 
theſe little ones growing up before us, to be 
able by.a look. to puniſh or reward them, and 
to be the very center of every thing they 
eſteem :; This is to be a mother, indeed! 

But is not this happineſs dearly purchaſed, 
by that continued anxiety which ſuch a life 
muſt praduce? , _ 

1 cant faid ſhe, that every moment of 
it is not equally agreeable. Amidſt ſo many 
and minute objects of attention, ſome of 
them muſt neceſſarily be attended with anxiety, 
wearineſs, and trouble, which maternal ten- 
derneſs alone can ſupport : But maternal ten- 
derneſs does not only ſupport ; it alleviates and 
ſweetens them. A reſtraint upon our beha- 

viour is, however, indiſpenſibly neceſſary, It 
has been my unceaſing care to conceal my own 
faults from my children, to appear the ſame 
at all times, and never to manifeſt the leaſt 
caprice, or ſally of paſſion. Thus I ob- 
tained their confidence ; and I really don't 
0 3 believe, 
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believe, ſaid ſhe with a mile, they” think L 
have a fault. 

Few parents, indeed, Madam, poſſeſs ſuch 
goodneſs and abilities. But this was only the 
foundation of the edifice : "Muck —— 
ſtill remaining. 

As ſoon as they were eld wr reliton;” 1 
began to form their minds by inculcating ſuch 
principles as were certain and invariable. Theſe 
were to be found in religion alone, and on re- 
ligion I founded all the reſt. I at firſt inſtructed 
them in ſuch points of it as were intelligidle to 
them; and as their intellectual ſight grew 
” + LM 1 cauſed it to ſhine forth before them 
in all its luſtre. By theſe attentiohs, whith 
were continued till they were grown up, I think 
nature has been aſſfiſteu in her work, and that 
the has been propitious to them. By the uſual 
method of education many ingenuous minds 
have been ruined, more cer ah than have been 
aſſiſted by it. But with this J Have not to re- 
proach myſelf. The virtues of my daughters 
| have. been the (Med of their own Inctinations, 


| 2nd thus their talents have been coli . 
And find, Madam, the young ng gentlemany 
ybur ſon, fas by mY means deen neglecled. 


His humanity and Honour are fiot inferior to 
thoſe of his liſters. To the bofter virtues, 
which 
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which are equally to be found in both ſexes, 
he hath united that greatneſs of foul which is 
particularly charafteriftic of his own. _ 

My fon's education is not equally to be at- 
tributed to me; his was at College and under 
Preceptors. I confeſs, my choice would have 
been to have kept him at home ;; bur it is beſt 
to conform to cuſtom, when we are not cer- 
tait of ſucceſs by acting contrary to it. I 
found that I ſhould have more difficulty with 
him than with his ſiſtera. The precepts which 
are given in the education of men contain maſty 
. ſtrange and dreadful efſertions. I was Willing 
that my ſon ſhould be brought up in a due re- 
 gard to religion, bonour, and probity ; that he 
ſhould learn ſo much of the ſeiences as were 
. proper for his ſituation ;, that he ſhould be vir- 
tuous and accompliſhed ; a Chriſtian and a 
man of courage z to unite all theſe qualities is 
a talk of difficulty, and wes above my abili- 
ties. But he has been educated as well as our 
_ Preſent manners and prejudices would, permit. 
No perſon whatever. but myſelf hab ever bad 
N the agar 2 
1 $ Was, my own, was 
difficult, becauſe the PN which they 
. Were. to learn were certain and invariable. It 
was reaſon and virtue alone. \: 
#3 C4 Then 


* 
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Then you. nne of 
reaſon and virtue! oer 

By no means, except a proper opportunity 
offered to communicate a taſte of them. A 
leſſon of probity and good-nature may be in- 
culcated even from a ſugar-plumb.. , | | 

And you have ſucceeded. The candour and 
goodneſs of heart in your daughters are equal- 
led only by the graces of theit mind. That 
charming union which ſo happily ſubſiſts be- 
S — nnen of their 
ſouls. 

I — . the greateſt n 
ceſlary to produce an emulation in children; 
and yet to prevent it from degenerating into 
jealouſy. The beſt method to preſerve them 
from hatred, or envy, is to prefer the action 
only, without reſpect to the petſon; to obſerve 
the maoſt ſcrupulous juſtice in rematds and pu- 
niſnments; and never to praiſe one at the ex- 

| pence of the other. When a child is hated or 
25 neglected, he grows ſullen and jealous; and is 
and a diſturbance of ſociety : And yet the fault 
might not be originally his. But, thank Hea- 
ven, my daughter are ſtrangers to jealouſy, 
and all thoſe ee ſo common why 


Nr on h As: of hes 
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This fund of goodneſs diffuſes itſelf even over 
their common converſation, which is ever ac- 
companied with grace and ſprightlineſs, and is 
ſo totally devoid of the leaft bickering or ill- 
nature, that I could not fail of admiring it. 


I took care to lay before them the meanneſs 
and the danger of detraction, and they now 
hold it in deteſtation. Henrietta, rather from 
thoughtleſſneſs than ill nature, had at one time 
a turn for ſarcaſm, and was poſſeſſed of the 
dangerous talent of mimicry. The imitation 
was really lively; but inſtead of applauding it, 
by ſeeming'pteaſed, ' I was always grave and 
ſerious. When her ſiſters firſt diſcovered this 

gravity, it furprized them. Is it poſſible, ſaid 
— to them, that any pleaſure ean reſult to mne 
from beholding; in dne of my daugliters, ſo 
much malice, and ſo little good ſenſe? Henti- 
etta; with bluſhes, aſed me what crime The 
had committed? I diſeloſed to them how much 
wickedneſs, folly, © barretmeſs of invention, or 
ignotance always lay concealed under detrac- 
tian, even hen its appearances were moſt 
ſeductive. H repteſented to them what a mea 
neſs it was to become the buffoon, or ape of 
ſociety, to amuſe one perſon by che ridiculous 
actions of another, anti the opportunity ſhe 
gave others to take, the ſame liberty with her- 
| ſelf, 


* * * 1 
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elf. - She was ſenſible of the indiſcretion The 
bad been guilty of, and n a ſe- 

. in. e acts 
tha any words you could have uy A 
ſmile would have deſtroyed all. 

I am quite charmed, replied hee 
Ferval, that you, who have been ſo much ac- 
cuſtomed to Paris, and to a more refined edu- 
cation, ſhould think my girls worth ſo much 
notice. What can there be in them which 

ſeems ſo to have ſtruck you L 2A 
I love to ſee nature and graces in their, 24. „I. 
tive ſimplicity, / and theſe are now generally ß 
neglected. Thoſe graces which are obtained 
merely by art, have always an air of falſeneſs 
| and conſtraint, As for the young Ladies who 
= - are educated at Paris, they are little more than 
ornamented ſtatues that occupy the ſeats of an 
apartment, and are condemned to childhood 
and ſilence till they are married. Their ta- 
lents, if they have any, are, never cultivated, 
and it is ſomething rare if; they even appear. 
It is very neceſſary, replied; ſhe, that they 
ſhovld be inſpired early with that reſerve which 
is becoming their, age and (ex, || The danger 
ol indiſeretion, and, in particulat, of ſpeaking 


N rere with 


mildneſs 
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mildneſy be laid before them. This, I confeſs, | 
requires eonſiderable attention. For this rea- | 
ſon, I regard every ſyllable that is ſpske by my 
— r 1 
ſilent. 

This is a proof of your tendetnets dyes; 
dence. The contrary method muſt proceed 
ORE TITS praces 
of the mind are ſtiſled, and the fineſt period of 
our liſe ——— n and re- 
ſtraim r. 183 1£0 V/ n 
As I thus left” wy daughters as mueh at 
Tiberty'/as' I could conſiſtently} with "modeſty 
and decorum, I always taught them, that as 
members of ſociety they ſhould be more at- 
tentive to others than to themſelves, that their 
own amuſement ſhould be only ſecondary, | 
and that they ſhould regard the ſentiments and < 
ſtudy the taſte of others. If they are ſometimes 
merry, / they tan likewiſe maintain a ſerious 
converſation. I have accuſtomed them to hear 
even tedious difcourſe without impatience, 
and often leave them to ſuch company as 
are moſt difficult! to entertain. True polite- 
neſt is founded on (goodneſs) It muſt, there- 


fore, conſiſt in ſpeaking to every perſon in the 
language which he is moſt uſed to, and to 
Fm To give attention, is 

not 
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not merely to be ſilent: We muſt anſwer what 
is required of us. To a perſon who is ſpeak- 
ing of his own affairs, his ſucceſſes or his 
misfortunes, a geſture, a word, a look is ge- 
nerally ſatisfactory ; becauſe we are moſt copi- 
ous in talking of ourſelves, eſpecially of our 
troubles, and ſoon grow tireſome. ta the hearers. 
When we are intereſted ourſelyes in the tale, 
every minute circumſtance. affects us, and a 
ſhew of indifference or wearinchs, is an affront 
and ſometimes a cruelty, If we are unhappy, 
our misfortunes: are at leaſt ſuſpended if they 
are liſtened to by thoſe who, appear, affected 
by them. If we are fortunate, pur deſite to 
be heard is equally firong ; we are equally 
wiſhing to communicate aur happineſ o.. 
Baut, ſaid I ſmiling, if you: recommend: ſuch 
indulgent and humane maxims' as theſe, you 
will ſoon have viſitors enough. n 2 779111 
T have endeavoured that the diſcourſe of my 
chiidren ſhould not be tedious. They ſeldom 
ſprak of themſelves. It is a duty to bear this 
fault in others; and with reſpect to thoſe:wha 
are unfortunate, it is indiſpenſible.. v0 T 
Children in the: uivacity bf their age, even ii 
they have the beit diſpoſuiohs, cannot, 1 
acknowledge, long attend ta what: does not 


affect them; but they may be habituated to 
attention 
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attention by degrees, by repreſenting to them 
the happineſs of being able to procure” any 
pleaſure or relief to others. They ſhould 
alſo be early taught the difference between 


that true politeneſs, which flows from the 


heart, and that falſe politeneſs, which, as it 
affects the external behaviour only, is ea- 


fily attained even by thoſe of a contrary diſ- 


poſition. There are many who think they 
have fulfilled all the duties which ſociety can 
require from them, if they have not been defi- 
cient in returning viſits, in the payment of 
compliments, ot the obſervance of drawing- 
room ceremonies. Vet theſe very people will 
ſhew a diſguſt to the lamentations of pain, and 
wi cruelly interrupt the melancholy relation of 
an honeſt man, ho bad honoured them with 
the ſuppoſition that their hearts were capable of 
ſenſibility. A good heart is our beſt; guide in 
theſe circumſtances; for goodneſs is tho baſis 
of ſociety, of virtue, of happineſe, of every 
thing that is valuable. By the heart, there - 
fore, muſt the great work of er 5 
001 0] 1934191 dne bas 213. 

The heart, Madam; i is a . ** 
delicacy.” Inſenſibility is the ſource of innu · 
merable vices. But is not too great a ſenſibility 
dangerous to youth of 1k ol þ v3! wants 


11 
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It doubtleſs is fo, unleſs it has a proper di- 
rection, and this requires the greateſt circum- 
ſpection. A heart which is in itſelf tender is 
always eaſy of perſuaſion, and is ſuſceptible of 
all the ſofter ſenſations. A mother ſhould, by 
tenderneſs and aſfection, gain her daughter's 
heart while-it is yet in infancy ; ſhe can. then 
form it, ſhe may then have the virtuous poſſeſſion 
of it, and ſecure its confidence. I am not in- 
ſenſible, it is from experience I ſpeak, that 
at a certain age, the paſſions . + But perhaps 


- Nnot— Theſe paſſions do not actuate more 


forcibly than a mother's affection, when ſhe is 
ples of honour, that virtue, that modeſty, 
that generous pride with which, youth ought 
always: to be inſpired, eſpecially where the 
ſhe, after a little pauſe, the direction of ſuch a 
ſenſibility of diſpoũ tian as the greateſt happi · 
neſs.” That patent, who. does not profit from 
the reſources which are here to be ſaunds is 
unworthy the education of ſuch a daughter. 
What victories may ſhe! not abtaim qver ber- 
ſelf, by conductiug this deliaaeꝝ of ſoul. with 
geatienes and fkill, and yet abandaniag db 
ANonour of the triumph. In, ſuch alfa 
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the love of honour and duty is powerful, as it 
is a natural n. a pleaſing ſentiment, 
and a real paſſion . 
But do you not think: it noceſſary to make 
them 2 reſiſting the paſſion 
aun. ett bng eee 
Nu, replied ſhe. I rather think ſuch pre- 
caution not only uſeleſs but dangerous. While 
they-continue in infancy they do not under- 
fared us and when they are grown up, all the 
ideas: you have been implanting in them of 
lovers and of love ariſe-before them. They 
bave' ſoon -vanity enough to think that they 
have beauty ſufficient for adoration, and the re- 
ception of addreſſes would be amuſing at leaſt, 
3 tan ws yan rare 2 A lover, 
1 0 ee be boo way thing of ir; We 
has ever declaimed againſt love. The girl ſets 
up ſor her on miſtreſs, the lover is amiable 
and ſeducing; ſhe is dazzled by the compli- 
ments that nn nnn 


pleted. 0 . 4130 | #3241 
Have you, then, Wee 
to the Miſſes de Ferval? U li, 164 ER 
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interrupted it. I changed it gradually to ſome 
other ſubject. 

But muſt they not have met with this ſub- 
ject in the courſe of their reading? F 

Romances they are entirely unacquainted 
with: And in my choice of theatrical pieces, 
thoſe have been ſelected wherein love, appear- 
ing the cauſe of the greateſt misfortunes, was 
leaſt likely to be imitated. From the greatneſs 
of the ſubject and the dignity of the language, 
they were led to conſider the hero of a tragedy 
as a being of a different ſpecies from them- 
ſelves; and I have remarked, from the re- 
flections which they have made, that the in- 
tereſt of a ſtate, when ſet in oppoſition to that 
of a lover, divided their attention. To readers 
whoſe minds have been little captivated by the 
paſſion, the love ſtory in a tragedy appears ge- 
nerally lifeleſs and improbable. The reading of 
poetry is a material point in the education of 
daughters; becauſe good poetry elevates the 
ſoul, forms the taſte, and does no injury to the 
heart, It would be ſhamefy], therefore, to be 
ignorant of the more admired writings in this 
part of literature. Prudence and diſcernment 
are, however, neceſſary in the choice of pro- 
per authors. But of all writings whatever, 
Romances: are the moſt dangerous, becauſe 
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young perſons always apply them to themſelves. 
Their imagination is heated, and the firſt 
youth who is met with, is an Adonis, or a 
Leander. They begin to think they exiſt only 
to love, and to be without a lover is an in- 
ſupportable humiliation. From theſe ſcenes 
of illuſion might be traced the n 
ſands. 5 
But do you place all works of this kind en 
an equality? Are there no exceptions ?y' + + 

There doubtleſs are ſome. I might mention | 
ſome Engliſh Romances. 1 | 4 

I preſume you allude to Richardſon's. 

- Richardſon's! Can you diſgrace his beautiful 
hiſtories of the world and of humanity with the 
name of Romances? Thoſe hiſtories in which 
Virtue inſtructs us by the hand of Genius? How 
great are my obligations to this conſummate 
maſter of education, who. has communicated 
at once all that experience can teach? To 
read his works without a wiſh to be better, I 
might add, without the accompliſhment of : 
that wiſh, is impoſſible. Our very nature 
muſt be depraved if it could reſiſt their effects. 

I ſome time ſince put Clariſſa into the hands of 

my eldeſt girl. She will improve from 15 

= her ſiſters are as yet too young. 
Vol. II. D- You | 
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Vou may judge from her, what effects Clariſſa 
may be expected to produce on unexperienced 
minds. My daughter read it in private, but 
always told me her ſentiments. She was 
much pleaſed with Lovelace, and could by no 
means blame Clariſſa for loving him, when 
ſhe contraſted him with his rival, whom the 
tyranny of her parents had forced upon her. I 
was particularly pleaſed with the concern ſhe 
expreſſed for the fair fugitive, when ſhe was in 
the coach with no one but her admirer. What 
an humiliation muſt this have been, mamma 
This man, affectionate as he was, was not 
her huſband. What a fituation for her, to be 
in ſuch a ſtate of dependence ! Had ſhe but re- 
fected, ſhe would ſurely have preferred any 
calamity, nay death, to fuch diſgrace. . . Such 
was her nobleneſs of thought, her dignity of 
ſoul, which is the ſummit of virtue. Endowed 
with ſuch qualities the heart is impregnable. 
Miſs de Ferval's firſt ideas of love have been 
taken, then, from Clarifla! 
They have. e e 
in this? 

But will he not be rea take every man 
for a Lovelace? 

There is no great danger. Her inclination 


| is my ſecurity. In the-preſervation of a daugh- 
| | ter 
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ter from ſeduction, I ſhould much ſooner rely 
on her virtue and her affection for me, than 
on any dread of Lovelaces. 

Here we were interrupted in our retirement 
by the young ladies, who, with the Marquis 
and Mr. Ferval, ſoon accompanied us in a 
walk to a neighbouring meadow, where we ſat 
down by the river fide under ſome willows. 
We ſoon found that an admirable echo was 
produced by an adjacent rock, and from this 
happy diſcovery Miſs de Ferval and her ſiſter 
Henrietta were prevailed on to ſing : And the 
Marquis was in ſuch rapture and ſurprize, 
that he could not forbear aſking their mother, 
where they could poſſibly have obtained ſuch 
accompliſhments ? 

They were implanted, replied Madam de 
Ferval, by nature. Miſs de Ferval and Hen- 
rietta were born with a taſte for muſic, 

But undoubtedly they have had the affiſtance 
of makers! 

Maſters! ſaid Mr. Ferval. I find, Madam, 
you are not much acquainted with Mr. Duval, 
whom you dignify with that name. A moſt” 
wretched performer 
Be that as it may, brother, ſaid Henrietta, 
his affiftance has been of great ſervice to us. 
Nw Coo yoann G4 

D 2 the 
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the country, ſaid Madam de Ferval; but I 
believe he may think himſelf more obliged to 
his ſcholars for their application and deſire of 
; learning, than to his own abilities, 

I believe he may, ſaid Ferval. ny ſiſters 
may claim the honour'— 

No, brother, replied the eldeſt, that my 
mamma has the beſt claim to, who took ſo 
much pains to implant this tafte, this deſire of 
learning, without which we could have ac- 
quired nothing. I now perceive, ſaid ſhe, 
addrefling herſelf to her mother, the difficulty 
you muſt have had to conceal your intentions 
from us. In learning to fing I never thought 


'T was ſtudying a taſk.” I was ſurprized to hear, 


from the Marquis and my brother, 'that at 
Paris this is reckoned a ſerious buſineſs. 

1 ſhould foon forſake muſic, ſaid Henrietta 
briſkly, if I once thought it a ſerious affair. 
* " Surely, mamma, it can be only an amuſement. 
Whenever Mr. Duval has brought me any new 
-airs, I have been-impatient till I learnt them; 
but I ſhould hay&been very indifferent about 
them if I had bed upon them 'as à taſk, 
And pray, has Helena ever conſidered painting 
as any thing but amuſement? No, indeed, 
faid Helena. If it had not been a matter of 


* . 
| . 
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there was no neceſſity. I have no voice for 
muſic, Lam not fond: of it, and ſhould ſoon 
have been diſguſted, with; it; but painting is 
my favourite employment. I could ſpend 
whole days at it. For this reaſon, mamma, I. 
think myſelf obliged to you for permitting me 
to have the inſtructions of a drawing-maſter. , 
Here, ſaid Madam de Ferval to me whiſpering, 
is the whole ſecret. They acquired theſe ac 
compliſhments merely as articles of amuſe- 
ment. and conſequentiy wich a deſire to at- 
tain them. . 

I believe, ſaid Ferval Killing, Henrietta 
would think it very ſtrange to be reproved for 
not minding her rs | 

I am here interrupted, my dear friend, by a 
| to inform me of the exhibition of ſome 
fireworks; I muſt, gy rs cloſe my Þ preſent 
letter. To-mo ould acquaint you, 
is Madam de W deck day, on which 
occaſion ſhe will receive ſome flowrets from 
her children. I intend to be preſent at this 
little ceremony. You may depend on my re- / 
ſuming the ſubjeR of this letter, which is too 
intereſting to be 2 
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Brun Madam bs Sint Seve to the Marquis. 
n, Puri, June 24. 
Tr E re- eſtabliſhment of your health, and 
the return of your natural chearfulneſa, 
haye given me an inexpreflible pleaſure. The 
portrait you have draws of the Miſſes de Fer- 
val is ſo perfeQly amiable, that I cannot for- 
bear co you on the happineſs you 
poſleſs in ſo delightful a ſociety. In one ſenſe 
I may be ſaid; indeed, to partake of it, The 
adventure you related to me in your laſt let- 
ters drew tears from me; it does honour to hu- 
manity. Yeſterday I teceived a vilit from M. 
de Valville, who knew nothing of your de- 
parture. He enquired after you with great 
earneſtneſs, and J told him the ſubſtance of 
what. you have communicated ta me. Do 
not neglect this correſpondence, I need not 
add our deſine of remembrance to Madam de 
Narton, at dear, ee uy 2 al- 
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LETTER XCIX. 
From Valville to the Marguis. 

Paris, Tune 24. 

Called yeſterday, my dear Marquis, at your 
ſiſter's, in expectation of ſeeing you; when 

I found you had left us, and are gone to the 
waters. From Madam de Saint Sever's de- 
ſcription, you are highly pleaſed with your 
preſent ſituation : She was in raptures when 
ſhe related it. You can ſubmit, it ſeems, to - 
play at queſtions and commands with a com- 
pany of raw girls! Upon my honour, à moſt 
manly amuſement ! I could not help laughing 
at the ſolemnity with which they were treated 
by your ſiſter, who certainly thinks you are in 
the land of wonders, And to act plays too 
with theſe country wenches ! This is keeping 
up the frolic, indeed | But I offer no diſſuaſives. 
If we can but pleaſe ourſelves, the object which 
pleaſes us is of little conſequence. Among 
children we muſt play like children, and in the 
country do as they do in the country, I do 
not ſee what other amuſements you can find 
fied with what we can get. I ſhould be ex- 
ceſſively pleaſed with a deſcription. of ſome of 
thoſe original characters you have an oppor- 
| D4 unity 
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tunity of obſerving ; their perſons would divert 
me more than their amuſements. But I don't 
think I ſhould bury myſelf in this manner, 
when there is generally ſuch agreeable com- 
pany at the baths. They were honoured laſt 
ſeaſon with the preſence of the Princeſs of. 
and the Ducheſs of... But if you prefer 
Madam de Narton's company, pray continue 
there. Iacknowlege ſhe is a woman of ſenſe ; 
but ſhe wants that politeneſs, that elegance of 
manner, without which, at her age, I cannot 
think ſhe can be agreeable. If theſe muſt be 
the conditions, may I ever be baniſhed from 
the Baths ! What is a woman without perſonal 
accompliſhments? Some women begin to talk 
| gravely about reaſon, when they can no longer 
talk of their beauty. Theſe female reaſoners, 
theſe daughters of age and uglineſs, may be to- 

lerated for a time, but we cannot always be di- 

verted with what is ridiculous z and even if we 
can raiſe-a ſmile at firſt, we are diſguſted after- 

wards.” Madam de Saint Sever has told me 

a great deal about theſe Miſſes de Ferval, whom 

IJ can exactly figure to myſelf, unpoliſhed, re- 

| ſerved, queer animals.. But, however, if they 

ate pretty, you may paſs two or three months 

away in their company. Adieu, dear Marquis, 

* oct ans; ror * 
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LETTERS 
From the Marguis to Valville. ; 
| Parennes, June 28. 
1 Pity you, Valville, for knowing no plea- 
ſures but thoſe of art; and for your in- 
ſenſibility to thoſe which I now enjoy. My 
ſiſter hath not deceived you. .I never was more 
happy than at preſent, ſituated as I am in fo 
reſpectable, ſo delightful a ſociety ; I repeat it, 
ſo delightful a fociety. If it is to you inſipid, 
you muſt be very unhappy ; but in ſpite of your- 
ſelf you could not but eſteem it. With what 
indifference do you ſpeak of the Miſſes de Fer- 
val? You muſt ſurely be ignorant of their 
rank, and ſtill more of their excellent quali- 
ties. The eldeft, in particular, is worthy the 
regard and attachment of every man who has 
an adequate ſenſe of her merit. She has wit 
without making pretenſions to it; ſhe poſſeſſes 
accompliſhments without knowing ſhe poſ- 
ſeſſes them; ſhe has the fineſt features, which 
diſcover the fineſt ſoul, and ſhe has talents 
which aſtoniſh me. When ſhe ſings, it is 
with a grace that Nature alone could have 
given her. She is a great proficient in muſick, 
and plays excellently on the harpſichord. I 
. > 
that 


: 
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that if you bad ſeen her in the character of 
Zara, I am certain you could not have refrain- 
ed from tears; and tears are the trueſt applauſe. 
Her goodneſs of heart is adorable as it is un- 
common. She appears likewiſe to have had 
the advantage of acquired accompliſhments. 
She does not make any parade of her know- 
lege, nor does ſhe affectedly conceal it. In a 
word, I never beheld a more amiable perſon. 
Rectiſy, then, the falſe ideas you have con- 
ceived of this young Lady and her ſiſters, whoſe 
birth, education, beauty, and virtue, merit 
every encomium that can be conferred. 
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renne. 
From Valville to the Marquis. 


Paris, Fuly 2. 

WELL, Marquis, I intreat your pardon. 

Upon my honour I had no ſuch ſuſpi- 
cion, but I find you are very gravely in love 
again. With Miſs de Ferval, too ! a Lady of 
Rank, prudent, virtuous, handſome, accom- 
pliſhed, and I know not what. a perfect 
Deity ! But ſeriouſly, Marquis, let me adviſe 
you to be cautious. You have already had a 
trial of your weakneſs, your inclination for 
cath wedlock. 
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wedlock. Do not then delay to leave this en- 
chanted region. Conſider what a ridiculous 
affair it would be, if you ſhould fall-into the 
ſnare, Whatever raptures this beauty of 
yours may have raiſed in you, ſhe is at beſt 
but a poor country girl; and who does not 
know what a country girl is? To depre- 
ciate the graces you attribute to her, would 
diſpleaſe you, and be to no purpoſe ; but your 
behaviour really ſurpaſſes my comprehenſion. 
Is it poſſible that, after reſiſting the charms 
of Madam d'Aſterre, the moſt amiable woman 
at Paris, the choice of whom would, in ſpite 
of all your rigid maxims of piety, have been 
an honour to you, you ſhould at laſt fall a 
captive to a ruſtic ? Your folly would not ad- 
mit of extenuation. Pr'ythee came back to 
town, unleſs you are reſolved to perſiſt in 
your extravangances. Adieu. I fancy this 
epiſtle will not be very 3 but it is 
meant to ſerve you. 
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friendſhip. You imagine me then to be in 
love. Lou are miſtaken. / I thank Heaven, 
my heart is free; and if I could think it poſ- 
fible for me again to fall a prey to that paſ- 
ſion, I ſhould deteſt the object, and break 
through thoſe ſhackles which I cannot reflect 
on but with horror. I have been too great a 
ſufferer, and the bitter remembrance which 
yet remains on my mind is a ſufficient ſafe- 
guard. There is not the leaſt ſimilitude be- 


_ tween my preſent and former ſituation. Miſs 


de Ferval has inſpired me, not with love, but 
with reſpect, with confidence, with friendſhip, 
with ſentiments which we might entertain for 
an angel, if an angel were to preſent herſelf 
before us. That paſſion which I conceived 
for Leonora, and have not forgotten, was 
a paſſion of heat and violence, founded on 
ſenſe alone, and attended with tranſport or 
deſpair. Such was love, and ſuch was that 
paſſion which almoſt brought me to the grave. 
But the ſentiments with which I am now in- 
ſpired, are an abſolute contraſt to the paſſion 
of love; an admiration from tenderneſs and 
eſteem, a confidence from mildneſs and at- 
traction. What a. ſerenity of ſoul, what a 
trariquillity have I enjoyed, when, after return- 


verſation 
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verſation for two or three hours together? If 
you retain any prejudices againſt Miſs de Fer- 
val after you have once ſeen her, I ſhall have 
but a very indifferent opinion of you ; and the 
only excuſe for you is, that you do not know 
her. I ſhall continue here as long as I conve- 
niently can; it would be with reluctance that 
I now ſhould come away. My health would 
not permit me. Adieu; but pray omit all 
diſagreeable ideas and expreſſions in your fu- 
ture letters. You are not ignorant of my love 
for you ; TE COIN 
you as my friend. 
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LET TER CRE. 
From Madam de Narton to Madam de Saint- 


k Sever. 
Varennes, June 30. 

TH E pride which I take in ſpeaking of 

Madam de Ferval and her family has con- 
vinced me, that we indulge a principle of ſelf- 
| love in aſcribing merit to others. The ſequel 
of the converſation, which I promiſed you in 
my laſt letter, was taken up in treating of the 
learning that was neceſſary for a young lady: 
On which head a little controverſy aroſe be. 


tween 
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tween Mr. and Miſs de Ferval. Of this 
controverſy I cannot relate more than a few of 
the principal heads; but what I regret moſt, 
is my inability to deſcribe thoſe graces, thoſe 
charms which Miſs de Ferval diffuſed over the 
whole converſation. Her beauty ſeemed to re- 
ceive additional force from her ſenſe and diſere- 
tion; and her features were expreflive of her 
foul. The Marquis as well as myſelf was in 
raptures. 
The compliments which were beſtowed on 
Miſs de Ferval, who to her other accompliſh- 
ments had added a perfect knowledge of Italian, 
unaſſiſted by any maſter, gave me an opportu- 
nity of aſking Henrietta whether her taſte had 
been the fame with that of her fiſter's, and 
whether ſhe received as much pleaſure from 
her leſſons in literature as from thoſe in dancing? 
The queſtion embarraſſed her, ſhe appeared 
confuſed ; and her ſiſters could not reſtrain a 
ſmile. 

I am pleaſed, faid Madam de Ferval to me 
whiſpering, to ſee her bluſh at being ignorant, 
I never chide her for it; her own ſhame ſpares 
me that 'taſk. Then raiſing her voice, Hen- 
rietta, ſaid ſhe, is not fond of any thing that is 
ſerious ; voy I hope me wil think better, and 
that 
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that ſhe will in time be ſenſible of the neceſlity 
of inſtruction as well as of amuſement. 
Inſtruction, replied Ferval | Permit me, 


Madam, for once to apologize for my ſiſter, 
To the Ladies nothing is leſs neceſſary than 
ſtudy, which ſullies the luſtre of their charms, 
and occaſions a .negligence in thoſe duties 
which are more peculiarly incumbent on 
them. I would have daughters be brought up 
to be modeſt, careful, and, above all, agreca- 
ble. Let them have the enjoyment of their 
talents ; let thoſe talents be cultivated. Let 
them be made amiable women, but by no 
means women of learning; nothing is more 
inſupportable than a female pedant. 

Pray, brother, ſaid Miſs de Ferval, where 
have you learnt ſuch humiliating notions of 
our ſex ? | 

From Nature, ſaid Mr. de Ferval, who in- 
tended you to give pleaſure to us, to conſole 
us in our calamities, to amuſe us after fatigue 
or ſtudy, and to have the direction of our fa- 
milies, but not to be proficients in that which 
would render you unfit for theſe duties. 

But have you not confounded the diſplay of 
knowlege with knowlege itſelf? I am well ap- 
prized, that nothing is leſs pleaſing than a wo- 
oo but is not this 

fault 
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fault diſagreeable likewiſe in a man? Affecta· 


tion of learning in your own ſex is as inſup- 


portable to the rational part of ours, as a female 
pedant ever can be to a man of genius. 
No ſuch minute diſtinctions, I beg, fifter ! 
Pedantry and learning are always ſynonimous 
when applied to the fair ſex. 

Permit me, brother, to differ from you in 
a propofition ſo much to our diſadvantage. 

This, faid the Marquis, drawing himſelf 
nearer to Miſs de Ferval, this is one of our 
friend's extravagant notions ; of which I have 
often myſelf tried to cure him; but you are 
moſt deſerving. of that honour. I ſhould be 
charmed to hear your diſcuſſion of this inter- 
eſting point. 
Without any formal diſcuſſion, ſaid Madam 


de Ferval to her fon, I think we may venture to 


ſay thus much, that as the cuſtom has now 
been generally received of introducing ſome 
parts of learning into the education of daugh- 
ters, and no ill effects appear to reſult, from it, 
it is rather an act of imprudence to oppoſe it. 
He who is not born to alter the opinions of the 
age he lives in, ought always to reſpect them, 
ſo long at leaſt as they are conſiſtent with vir- 
tue. In thoſe days of barbariſm, when Lord 
High Conſtables could not ſign their names, 
N n ie 
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it does not aſtoniſh us to hear that women 
could not read; but at a period when in- 
ſtruction is thought an honour to mankind, 2 
profound ighorance even in the female ſex 
would be contemptible. 

Oh, mamma, replied Miſs de Ferval, let 
us not reſt our argument there; if we do, ny 
brother will certainly have the advantage of 
us, 23 he will doubtleſs repreſent this 48 
the effect of modern prejudice. Hitherto our 
debate has been rational; Jet us not then make 
uſe of any pleas but thoſe of reaſon. Hal 

1 known how to profit better from the lefſons 
you have given me, I ſhould now have been 
capable of entering the liſts with my brother ; 
but 1 will endeavour to repeat ſome part of 
what you have taught me: And I defite, 
mamma, you will ſet me right, if 1 ſhould 
deviate from your principles. 

It is not to be doubted, that the grand ob- 
ject in every woman ſhould be, an endeavour 
to pleaſe; not merely to pleaſe the world in 
general. This leſſon, though often incillcated 
to young women, is a radical error in educa- / 
tion, and is the ſource of many exceſſes, and | 
many domeſtic diſagreements. She muſt en- 
deaveur to pleaſe her huſband, of whom ſhe | 
is likewiſe the companion, the friend, and 
Yor. II, E adviſer, 
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adviſer. Nature hath diſpenſed to her, 
equally as to men, - a rational faculty capable 
of cultivation and perfection. Her ſituation 
has in like manner impoſed duties of impor- 
tance on her, which ſhe cannot fulfill, . 
her mind has been formed by inſtruction, that 
is, in other words, by reading and reflection. 
She ought to live in harmony with her huſ- 
band, and to attach him to herſelf from a ſen- 
ſation of happineſs, If he is not able to find 
in her company thoſe reſources which educa- 
tion only can furniſh, it is ſcarcely to be 
doubted, if he be a man of gallantry and ac- 
compliſhments, but he will at length grow 
tired of it, and even ſeparate himſelf from her. 
Intellectual beauties pleaſe much longer than 
thoſe which are external. Next to her huſband, 
her children claim her attention. As the 
education of theſe is a taſk common to both, 
the wife muſt neceſſarily bear her part in it; 
ſhe, indeed, has the greateſt influence in that 
tender period of life, when the flexibility of 
the ſoul receives the moſt durable impreſfions ; 
and there is hardly to be conceived a greater 
_ misfortune, than when theſe firſt impreflions | 
© are received from an ignorant or vicious pa- 
rent. The adminiſtration of a family and the 
management of ſervants require every woman 
; to 
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to have ſtudied the ſprings of this inferior 
government; this ſtate in miniature ; and not, 


from ignorance, or capriciouſneſs, to have 
conſidered marriage under the falſe ideas of 
liberty, pleaſure, and ceremony. And laſtly, 
even in a public view, a woman may 

much good or much ill with reſpect to man- 
ners in general, according as ſhe is mote or 
leſs under the guidance of reaſon. 

Tell me, then, what can be expected, with 
reſpect to a huſband, to children, to a family, 
to ſociety in general, from a woman who has 
never ſtudied her duty, nor ever learned to 
think or reflect; for even thought and re- 
flection are to be learnt. But where are they 
to be acquired, except from books of merit. 
Hiſtory for example, to thoſe who know for 
what purpoſe it is to be read, is an excellent 
treatiſe of morality. 

But do you imagine, replied Fetval, that 
you ſhall ever have a ſtate to govern, or an 
army to command ? 

No, brother, men themſelves can have no 
greater duty than this. Is hiſtory to be con- 
fined to Princes and Generals? Are not the 
diſorders of the human mind, at all æras and 
in all places, a great leſſon of wiſdom ; and 


may not ats of courage, generoſity, and 
E2 
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heroiſm, ſerve as examples to every ſtation of 
life, if we are capable of making a proper ap- 
plication of them? 1 

But will not theſe leflons and examples, by 
filling your mind with objects ſo far above 
your condition, take from you that idea of 


ſumplicity which is ſo neceſſary to your con- 


duct? Can you deſcend, from fuch elevated 
reflections, to the affairs of a family, or the 
. Take Care, brother, leſt you conſider us 
only in the light of ſervants. It would cer- 
tainly be inexcuſable for a wife to neglect all 
the duties of her province, and to ſhut herſelf 
up in her library; as it would be equally fo in 


a huſband, if he were to abandon his bufinefs 


and his connections, and to-wrep himſelf up 
in the ſciences. The diſehatge of our neceſſary 
duties is always to be pre- ſuppoſed; but when 
this ĩs done, a woman may be allowed to retire 
and cultivate. her mind by reflection and read- 
ing; and, believe me, ſhe who can employ her- 
{elf in this manner, will be les likely to neglect 
her duties, than one who is not ſo well acquaint- 
ed with them 4 and that woman who hath ne- 
ver applied her mind to any ſtudy will ever re- 
main in a ſtate of childaved, liable to every per - 
tutbation, and ſuſceptible of every weakneis. 
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And yet, interrupted Ferval, theſe latter 
are always the moſt agreeable, their very ig- 
norance has an air of eomplaceney; their only - 
endeavour is to pleaſe, and they ſuereedd. 
Mighty welt ! A little while ago we were to 
be ſervants, and now we are to be mere 
puppets; but you will obtain no honour by 
degrading us in this manner. No, Sir, we 
will not ſubmit to be your ſlaves or your play 
things. We claim a higher rank, the rank of 
daughters, mothers, ſiſters, companions, friends. 
] know that our duties are ſometimes lefs 
folemn than yours; that one of the moſt 
eſſential is that by which we are bound to be 
amiable ; and that we are not to neglect any 
of thoſe graces which will render us agreeable: 
But I know likewife, that the graces of- the 
mind give an additional luſtre to yer 
charms. | 
You might have — tw add, faid 
Madam de Ferval, that it is theſ alone which 
give that luſtre. It may be obſerves, that the 
company of women of education is courted | 
with more affiduity' than that of thoſe who 
have only their naturat beauties to boaſt; be- 
cauſe the rational faculty is ang 
e — 


err ee 
I acknowledge, replied Miſs de Ferval, that 
there are abſtruſe points of learning, which do 
not ſeem conſiſtent with our ſituation. There 
have, indeed, been women who have diſtin- 
guiſhed themſelves in this reſpect; but theſe 
examples are rare. I am ſpeaking in a general 
ſenſe. 
This, ſaid I, is owing to the weakneſs of 
our faculties. 
And perhaps too, replied Miſs de Ferval, 
to the multiplicity of our duties. You ſee, 
brother, I diſguiſe nothing. I am willing to 
own that women were not intended for the 
ſciences; but there are inferior articles of 
learning, which, as I have obſerved, may be 
_ attained equally by us as by you. They are 
not, indeed, to engroſs our whole time, but 
in what manner can we employ our leiſure 
hours better than in theſe ? Would you de- 
prive us of amuſements, and ſeparate us from 
that which of all others is the moſt innocent? 
No woman, however exempted from labour, 
ceſſion of amuſetnents, In her retirement ſhe 
ſource be taken from her, ſhe will ſoon be 
diſguſted with a family ſolitude, and will fall 
a prey to giddineſs and inconſtancy. wa 
you 
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youth will be ſpent in tumultuous pleaſures 3 
perhaps, in intrigue ; and ſhe will devote 
half her time to the toilette: And when this 
mode of life ſhall no longer be compatible 
with her years, ſhe will at laſt addi& herſelf 
to gaming. Is not this an abridgement of 
the lives of ſuch women as are born to the 
inheritance of fortunes, but whoſe minds have - 
remained uncultivated? So many families 
have experienced the conſequences, that I am 
ſurprized you-ſhould be a ſtranger to them. 
What your ſiſter bas aſſerted, : ſaid Madam 
de Ferval, is very conſiſtent with reaſon. One 
of the principal objects which, in my opinion, 
every perſon who is entruſted with a female 
education aught to have in view, is to im- 
able points of knowledge; becauſe ſo genteel 
an amuſement will not only form the minds 
oy + 405mg preſerve them from 
— SS em- 
ploy our leiſure is neceſſary, at every age of 
\life-;:in-youtbit is a preſeryative.; in age it is 
-a-refource; and it is econpmical at all times. 
et each of us, ſiſter, xeplied. Mr. de Fer- 
Wa of the argument, and come 
8 an I. will conſent 1 
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the Ladies ſhall read at their leiſure moments, 
when they are alone and have nothing elſe to 
claim their attention : But you muſt conſent, 
an the other hand, that they talk not of their 
reading, that their learning ſhall lie concealed, 
and never be mentioned in any converſation. 
What a ſtrange opinion, brother! To what 
purpoſe mult there be all this myſtery ? Sup- 
poſe that in my preſence a circumſtance of 
hiſtory ſhould be mentioned, or a diſcovery in 
geography, or any ſunilar obſervation, muſt I 
be excluded from à conyerſation which is in- 
tereſting to me? Surely I may ſpeak of it as I 
might. ſpeak of the, news of the day, without 


traprdingry earnings, or valuing myſelf on a 


But this wil be only triumphing over thoſe 
who, are not ſo. learned as you. 
It will be their own, misfortune, then. Let 
them have more knowledge, or leſs pride. 1 
will not refuſe. to enter into, a, converſation 
with them, on a head: dreſs or a fayourite lap- 
dag nor will L ever wiſh, to ſhine at their ex- 
des dat I, will nagen be debarred, from. 
e freely, and wich mare pleaſure, on 


| 9 1 I confeſs, 
which 
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which we owe to ſociety, if ſome Ladies ſhould 
not reliſh any converſation of this fort, to 
change it to another topic ; but I ſhould never 
ſubmit to own myſelf ignorant in the company 
of thoſe who have been better educated. If 
converſation is to be deprived of theſe intereſt- 
ing ſubjects, when the common topics of the 
day are exhauſted, it will fink into the rela- 
tion of inſipid tales; frivolous remarks, or ab- 
ſolute ſcandal. The only fault which a wo- 
man, that has abilities and a fluency of words, 
is likely to fall into, is an impertinence, or an 
affectation of diſtinction. Even you, brother, 
do not diſlike the talent, which certainly is an 
additional beauty, but the abuſe of it; and 
that ridiculous vanity which you think will 
reſult from it. But on this I have already de- 
clared my opinion. I would not have women 
be pedantic, nor do I require them to be learn. 
ed. I wiſh them only to be permitted to re- 
ceive ſome of the advantages of education; that 
they may, at leaſt be conſidered by the men 
as rational and valuable members of ſociety. 
T- underſtand you, filter. You would be 
treated as men ; you would be thought upon an 
equality with us. But you are now running 


uot. $8 
I thought, 


rr ve. 
I thought, brother, replied Miſs de Ferval, 
I had drawn a line between your duties and 
ours, and had diſtinguiſhed what was our true 
merit, our accompliſhments, and what ought 
to be our ſtudies, -I do not deſerve this re- 
proach. My intention was only to reQify your 
ideas of our ſex; I did not mean to infringe 
the privileges of yours. This would be to 
ſubvert fociety. But, ſaid ſhe ſmiling, I think 
our debate has taken a very ſerious turn! 
Is it not, ſiſter, upon a ſerious ſubje&t ? If 
you did but know from what author ws: | 
ideas of mine have been taken. 
I am very willing, brother, to give all due 
homage to ſuperior talents; but we may be 
permitted to diſcuſs every vropoſirion, and aſ- 
ſent only where reaſon convinces u. 
And can you, ſaid the Marquis, reſiſt Reaſon 
herſelf when ſhe is thes accompanied with the 
Graces ? Come, Fervel, be ingenuous, and ac- 


knowledge you have vlt che victory. by 
There's 2allaiitry"f6y zou, filter! D& , 
_— — tut ? 118. 109 a5 | 


Marquis, tepfledl Madain are! is 
* obliging” Büt à8 it grows late, 
I —_ e tid better cocclöde Gu atgitiient. 
Weir and Yettirntd'ttf the cäftſe. While 
we ee back, Müdam de Ferval told 
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me, that her eldeſt daughter was ſo fond of 
reading when ſhe was only ten years old, that 
ſhe was obliged to put every book out of her 
way; while Henrietta, on the contrary, totally 
diſliked it. I am not pleaſed, ſaid ſhe, with 
theſe very early talents: We muſt be children 
during the age of childhood if we would be 
rational at the age of reaſon: This paſſion of 
hers for ſtudy is now feſtrained therefore to 
the bounds of moderation and prudence. He- 
lena continues much the ſame as ſhe has ever 
been; but her reluctance gives me no uneaſi- 
vneſs. Her vivacity has hitherto prevented her 
application; but ſhe requires only to be fol- 
lowed a little, and to have proper opportuni- 
ties thrown in her way. I have remarked, 
that ſhe has read ſome books which had thus 
fallen into her hands; they were, I acknow- 
ledge, rather amuſing than inſtruQive ; But we 
muſt always begin with what is moſt pleaſing, 
and aſcend gradually from pleaſure to utility. 
What is your opinion, my dear Counteſs, 
. of this excellent parent? Is ſhe not herſelf 
entitled to every, compliment that is paid to 
the talents and graces of her daughters ? She 
is now. beginning to reap the fruit of her ho- 
nourable labour, and I believe will receive 
à great reward. This lady with her youngeſt 
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daughters went home from us three days ago; 
but Miſs de Ferval ſtill remains here, in con- 
ſequence of her mamma's promiſe, that ſhe 
ſhould ſpend one ſeaſon with me. The Mar- 
quis is not, I think, inſenſible to ſuch merit 
and accompliſhments; and Miſs de Ferval, 
though with the utmoſt modeſty and reſerve, 
cannot conceal an emotion which his affiduities 
have occaſioned. Her brother ſtays with her. 
I cannot, my dear ftiend, help expreſſing my 
hopes, that you will have have no reaſon to 
repent your brother's vifit to Varennes. 


1 
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LETTER CIV. 
From Miſs de Ferval to her Mother. 


| Varennes, Puly 1. 
Ar THOUGH two days only have clapſed 
ſince your departure, your abſence, my 
dear mamma, has fenfibly affeted me: I hope, 
bowever, you will keep your promiſe, and 
that nothing will happen to detain you above 
the fortnight. Madam de Narton's is a moſt 
charming ſicuation; her acquaintance, I ſhould 
think, would ever require many invitations to 
infenſibly. I ſhall be obliged to you, to ſend 

b * my 
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my guittar, The Marquis de Roſelle has juſt 
received from Paris a packet of novelties, 
and among them ſome charming airs from the 
new operas. He is ſo obliging as to accom- 
pany me in ſinging them, having a fine voice, 
and an admirable taſte. I endeavour to form 
my tafte from the inſtructions which he has 
given me. His politeneſs is beyond deſcrip- 
tion; and his leſſons, which are in fact little 
concerts, give great pleaſure to Madam de 
Narton, who deſires me to aſſure you of her 
friendſhip. The Marquis preſents his reſpects 
to you, and my brother joms with me in the 
moſt affectionate ſentiments. I embrace my 
ſiſters with the moſt perfect cordiality. 


| LETTER CV. 
From Madam de Ferval to her Daughter. 


Ferval, Fuly 2. 
| pony in doubt, my dear child, whether I 
ſhall be able to return to Madam de Nar- 
ton's ſo ſoon as I propoſed. Henrietta is ill 
ſhe found herſelf indiſpoſed yeſterday, and has 
had a fever all the night; but the Phyſician 
is in hopes it will not be attended with danger. 

I fincerely wiſh it may not; but her recovery 

3 * nd caution. Do not be 
n uneaſy ; 
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uneaſy; you may depend on hearing from me 
as frequently as poſſible. 

Adieu, dear girl. I am ſent for in haſte by 
your ſiſter. I need not N e of 


EETTT CVI. 
From Miſs de Ferval to her Mother. 
| Varennes, July 3. 

you Es acquainted. me, my dear mamma, 
with my ſiſter's illneſs; but why did you 

not ſend orders that I might come, and ſhare 
in the fatigue' which it muſt occaſion ? If I 
were not aſſured of your perfect knowledge of 
my heart, I ſhould be under apprehenſions, 
that you thought me either incapable or un- 
worthy of ſerving her. But J am perſuaded to 
the/contrary. Your affection to your chil- 
dren is beyond expreſñon, and would induce 
you to ſacrifice your own health to preſerve 
theirs. I entreat, therefore, that I may be 
ſent for home. Helena's conſtitution, I am 
certain, will not permit her to break into her 
hours of reſt, ſo that the whole fatigue will of 
courſe fall on you. This news has greatly 
affected me, notwithſtanding all the endea- 
vours 


Tn 


vours of Madam de Narton and the Marquis to 
comfort me. It is, however, ſome alleviation 
of grief, to be in the company of thoſe who 
are endowed with ſo much ſenſibility, My 
brother had reſolved to ſet out immediately, 
but was prevented by the ſervant, who ſignified 
your requeſt to the contrary. But what, mam- 
ma, could be your inducement ? 


—_ * * a „* A. — 
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From Madam de Ferval to her don and Daughter, 


Ferval, July 10. 
Vov need not, my dear children, be un- 
der any ſurprize at the myſtery of my 
laſt letter. Henrietta's illneſs was the meaſles, 
and her ſiſter was ſeized with the ſame diſorder 
in two days after. It would have been im- 
prudent, therefore, to have ſent for you ; and 
as the air is ſtill contagious, your departure 
from Varennes had better be deferred for at leaſt 
a fortnight or three works. Your fiſters are 
both out of danger, but ſtill keep their bed. 
Adieu. Reſume your tranquillity, and re- 
lieve the anxicty of Madam de Narton. 


LE T- 
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From Madam de Saint-Sever u Madam de 
Narton. 
Paris, Fuly 5. 
you can hardly imagine, my dear friend, 
the pleaſure I received from Madam de 
Ferval's plan of education, which diſcloſes 
Nature and Reaſon in all their ſimplicity. It 
is very different from that which is followed 
here; but 1 think I can diſcovet the occaſion 
of this difference. Such an education a8 
Madam de Ferval's children have received, re- 
quires a conſiderable fund of virtue, maternal 
tenderneſs, diſeretion, and goodneſs, and by 
. ſuch parents as poſſeſs theſe qualities, her plan 
will always be followed, But what can be ex- 
pected from women, whoſe. talents are con- 
fined, or whoſe diſpoſitions are inſenſible? It 
is Jeſs difficult to order a girl to be filent, than 
to inſtruct her how and when to ſpeak. I am of 
Opinion, therefore, that this fault in education, 
which. is ſo greatly and generally injurious, 
proceeds from a want of a matcrnal affection, 
which devolyes from generation to generation, 
and of which diffipation is the original cauſe. | 
A modern lady pays little regard to her huſband, 
her 
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her children, or her duty. Her attention is con- 
fined to herſelf alone and to her amuſements. 
How common is it to ſee children ſpoilt in 
their earlieſt infancy by ſuch mothers, who play 
with them, and treat them in the Tame man- 
ner as they themſelves do their dolls: and when 
theſe children grow up, and require a real 
tenderneſs, all love is withdrawn from them. 
They then are looked upon as expenſive in- 
cumbrances ; and if they happen to be daugh- 
ters, every diſpatch is made to marry them 
to the beſt advantage, that no care on their 
account may ever return. My ſurpriae at 
that ſtrength of argument which was diſ- 
played by Miſs de Ferval was equalled 
only by the - pleaſure which: I received 
from it, and your deſcription of the diſ- 
poſition and excellencies.*of this amiable 
| girl has rendered me impatient for the accom- 
pliſhment of our wiſhes. My brother finds 
the waters perfectly agree with him. The 
journey was, indeed, a fortunate one, It is a 
real felicity, my dear Madam, to have ſuch a 
friend as you; and no one can poſſibly have a 
_ myſelf. 


a | 
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From Hm .Nanton te {adam de Saint: 
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I help thinking % 
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that in order to ec 10 af "of 
youth with a diſguſt for 5, it would Be 
ſufficierit to ſet before them 4 fee tarsbi 8 
pure Affection F und ſuch i pikrüte 1 Habe rid 
before ine. R is impbfffbe Hot t be affected 
with it; ber what f am möft charmed with is 
the fittativir/ofourews lovers; BBY fueh T muſt 
now ell dein; wh hart d ſuſpieien of any 
ſack\ſenſarion; 241 verily believe cat) 
brother: bar not had one thought of his 
in love eee * Fer and 1 am fit 


=: 
— eh, og 
their emotiono will exiſt no more. 1 am 
ph pleaſed with this" ſtate pf Innocence, 


en- 
tering * enn (Sd 
I 2 interrupted tbem. "The 
ſcarcely. been ee but, thou — 
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will not venture to ſa why, my young friend 
was immediately any with bluſhes. _I 
have likewife Sbihved in her, ever nce, an 
air of inquietude, which 1 have never ſeen be- 
fore ; hut I believe ſhe does not know I took 
natice ofher confuſion. Her ſiſters have lately 
been attacked with the meaſles ; and her cor- 
cern at not being able to attend on them and 
relieve her mother's. anxiety was exquiſite. 
But Madam. de Ferval prudently, teſblved not | 
to expoſe bet daughter or fon! to the. in- 
tected air, I could ſcarcely retain from com- 
plimenting her an. ſo ſincere. a defive to leave 
us during ſa enchantiag a period 28 that of a 
N 
| is inconſeious of it. Nothing, Lam 

2 will ever prevail on her to neglect 
her duty. Adieu, my dear Counteſs; it grows 
late. The. Marquis is. na longer 2 valetudi- 
Wa The waters of Bains are ſurely mira - 
Gene, +. 132d 2mogod Heri yall d 
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after ſuch. encoutagin 8 meſſages as Ji we ' 
received, t the illneſs 12 My. 1 We 


= e 
danger from us, till, it was over; B be, 


my frat Mabe me ipdegd, too much ! 
AUNTS of any 


favqur he L may. ceturn hogs My brother, 
indeed, had better not be expoſed ſo early, but 


my, preſence, is. abſolurely, negelſary. I am 
certain it, ee vt Knew. 
if I 125 15 me requeſt. 
Our Pc on ha d almoſt ; a fort- 
night, ale Wie iſhed Jeu with ſuch 
earneſtne ly, 38 FX at _ ent, 3 dear 


m apumas, : and © continue your —_ to a dauj 
ter rede ; Every wiſh i isto f render herſelf worthy 
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mands on Poe? I mould re- 
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Wy aß ſentiments and Have Jadged" fo 
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favourably of thidtn, as as to attribute to my af- 
ara ike who fe hondur of tny*Earneſtneſs to 

feturn home : Tam fearful,'h ever,” leſt this 
Eulog ium ſhould be unmerited”; 7 Tm. 
1 Gebe „: Bat confidence chill bot b N con- 
5 by Thame” and rimidiry:" To keep ſi- 
"Fence wid you now, would be dangerous, 
' would be abel. 0 hall" hever babe any 
RH __ j en, you, therefore, I will 
guide, my comforter. 
Mo 0 8 7 7 ** deareſt mother! that in 
Yo r arms, 6 EE ſom 10 could pour out all 
my heart . = 1 fal, at your feet I fall, and 
| implore your Aden. „„ With how . a 


"ſecret am I now poin ; i entf u?.. 
1 7110 Ves, dear * Ae 1 150 xy 
fions, ſtrange and GREW befbfe, have agi- 
fated my l Hope, fear, pleafitre, unea- 
fineſs, alternately ſucceed each other, and 
ery idea is fixed on one object. What a 
perturbation,” elevating to . or de- 
preſſing to deſpair ! To days only have paſſed 
ſince I firſt ſuſpected myſelf of fo dangerous a 
\ weakneGs. How many trials have I already 
1 and what tears have 1 ſhed! 
Logos the cauſe ? An aceident diſcovered 
By Madam de Narton's leaving the room, 
15 was t with the Marquis alone, who ap- 


F 23 peared 
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peared much affected by the illneſs of x 
alter: On dick I expreſſed" my bopes of 
being ſent forthit day, or the next at fartheſt, 
« And will you, {aid the Marquis; Keave us 0 
abruptly ? Your mamma has made an abſo- 
Jute to Madam de Narton that you 
ſhould continue here the ſerſon . Beſides, 


| SS wie wan ord a e. 
. 'of my r cpu 
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ccd fo 2 Rchpig mark öf. politeneſs" and 

e eee 
firſt ts entertuin ilias puſon 7. 
bt hisn6tive for Cabcealing bis. 
is een for me is theccauſel 
Etter, und bet he pehevimed my ſenti- 
ments? r not. — 
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the.cyes of all, but eſpecially from his. . . Even 
if he ſhould love mr, if any thing in me has 
giyen him pleaſure .. But with, what am I 
flattering .myfelf ? No. 1 witt not give way 
to ſuch flauering ideas ,. . . The inferiority of 
my circumſtances. . Had he been doom- 
<d-itd-z leſs fortune! or had my lot been 
wore. clexated ! . ., . But what. Mlufions are 
theſe , rorgiue,.dear mother, 05 ive theſe 
marks. of, weakneſs v. e LA * 
Nothing of what. NN 7 
ever be blotted gut; 
— worry h. 
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Why have I been exempted from that riſque 
— have undergone! 
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501 Ferval, July 13 
yes, Sith girl; thy mother is indeed —4 
friend ; and thou art worthy of ber 
| friendſhip, The confidence which you have” 
placed in me bath affected me with pleafure,” 


I bad almoſt ſaid with gratitude: It is one of 


the greateſt marks of filial tendetneſs How 
I pity your ſiruation ! 1 have ever feared that 
gift, that dangerous gift with which yo he 
bern endowed, yout ſenſibility. A heart that 
is ſo ſaſgeptible requires the moſt rigid virtue, 
ind wich ſueb virtue I have endeadoufted to 
inſpire you. I bare no apprehenſions on this 
head; my umnesſineſs ariſes) from your inquie- 
tude, with which I cannot but reproach my- 
ſelf; beexuſe 1: might both have foreſoen and 
prenented it. The Marquis de Roſelle was 
bo bo enjoy thelove of a heart like yourfös 
I oughtinot, thetefore, to have expoſad you to 
ſo great a danger. Do not forget that it is 
your;mpther he n 190 


mon | Jou. 
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you. It is your part to aſſiſt her to repair 
her fautts, | 2209239044 = ν YOY AQUI 

Be” attentive. You have already ſaid to 
yourſelf, I can have no hopes of eſpouſing the 

Marquis; to this the inferiority of my fortune 

is a ſufficient obſtacle. Such marriages are 
indeed very tare. Few ſacrifices are made to 

merit alone, and virtue has nothing ſeductive. 

A deſerving girb may be eſteemed, may be 
pitied for her want of fortune, and her com- 
pany may perhaps be eourted; but after all ſhe 
will ſeldom get a good huſband. Conſider how 
great muſt he the Marquis's affection for you, 
if, for yout ſake, he could think of ſxcrificing 
all his brilliant hopes ? Can bu flatter your 
ſelf with ſuch a thought? Vou are no ſtran- 
ger to his late paſſion for Leonor” Maſt it 
of love? But ſuppoſing him not ineapable of 
that tender ſentiment, can he be ſo ſoon a. 
fected by a ne object Phatopropofel, in 
which your prejudices thought hey. difevered 1 
a paſſion ) might reſult only from politeneſs, 
familiarity} the love of agreeable company, or 
from frienuiliip itſelf· Vou ſeem already to 
have diſcdvered:your miſtake; I am glad of it. 
But this miſtake is common, eſpecially with 
thoſe who have been brought up in a 

tie rom 
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from the world, and whoſe. vanity! has imiſled- 
them. Love, indeed, might have dran y 
into it, had not reaſon preſerved you ſtom it. 
Let us bewre of flattery; it is ſafer to ſollow 
our fears than to build too much on our hopes. 
We are at all times much neater allied to mii 
ſortune than to happiness 1 
. The health of your ſiſters will not permit 

me to ſet out for Vercourt within leſs than 
four days; where I ſhall expeſt to meet you; 

but do not think of coming hither, as the air 

muſt ſtill be iuſecded . Beſides, ſo abrupt and 
dangerous a departure might diſeloſe chat which 
at preſent it is heſt to ſeem not ti know, This 
is the firſt time Lever adviſed you to diſſimula- 
tion, but in this caſe it is not only lawful" but 

deceney and/honowr render it neceſſary. Be 

partitulatly cautious in your behaviour towards 

the Marquis, whom you ſhould a wich- 
out ſeentiing-to avoid: him. Do not appear te 
dredd his preſetiee or to burt it, but let ir be 
yonr endeav Our to converſo with him, only in 
the vie of Madliy de Narteng on whoſe: 

grearicfs of ſentiment I rely OPurſue that 
plan which fortſtude inſpires, and teſlect, that 

perflaßs yu may never behold his again w 
is tiow che ubject of your tenderneſẽ j ana · thue 7 

be, ſerdoßtz thy fever zune anbtder thought of 


you. 
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ou. Recall to your memory. thoſe days of. 
happineſs: which were ſpent with me in ſere- 
nity and liberty of beart; and forget not that 
we were born to militate with ourſelves, and 
to ſind peace in victory alone · Think of that 
multitude af ertors to which: love will ex- 
of you. Reflect, that your duty commande 
you to forget à man who was never intended 
to be yout huſband ; and that nothing is want- 
ing to complete your tranquillity while you are 
in the family of your mother ; while you enjoy 
virtue. perceive that your beart will be torn 
by ſuch reſlections as theſe j hut may they 

prevent your: future life nnen em- 

bitteredi yiao Jon i n 2165 eid ni ud a 
| -T havenoibing $0 direct you, with reſpett to- 
your: conduct. My. fear is only.left your em- 
barrallnevt ſhould make f diſcovery. Extra- 
vour to aſſume an air of gaiety, during.your. 
conſtinugzon at Madam de Narton's: . 4 hall 
be equally ãmpatinnt with you till we meet ia 
matual embraces, to mingle aur tears, and. 
conſdle ench other. Then you may give the 
Kh —— repreſentation of your ae. 
treſß. I. wiſh, £0; know no more. than, What 
you will tell me; but I ſhall enen then know, 


all. henna how much anxiety I have. 
ch avoided 
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avoided, by inſpiring 3 you betimes with a love 
of Artie. I embrace you, my deareſt girl, 
with the moſt ardent affection. 


— w# / # 
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2 Jul 13. 
you — —— then, Madam, the 

, (ecret of my daughter's heart v. She is 
in love, ſhe has told me ſo but it is my 
fault. She was ever ſuſceptible, and has had 
few: opportunities of converſing with men, 
eſpecially with thoſe of her own age. For 
once I have failed in my reſolution, never to 
ſuffer à daughter to form connections with 
any man, while there was an uncertainty that 
Re would be her huſband... The ptojects you 
mentioned ate the effuſions of a ſincete friend- 
Mie, If wey cbuld be brought about at all, 
my daughters departure will be na obſtacle; it 
Will give you /a better opportunity to obſerve 
ſentiments of. the Marquis. I dare not, 
hope ſo much: It is my part to act as if 


5 18 1181 11-0 
2 IS AC $4 Holt Þ Wakes hot 
PF or to Madam de Ferval her füſplcom and her 
zer. eee chem, by ſome letzer noy incloded in 
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no ſuch wiſh had ever ariſen ; I am waiting til! 
Helena has recovered ſtrength enough, by the 
aſſiſtance of a litter, to accompany me to my 
little eſtate at Vercourt. I intend to be there 
by Thurſday, and ſhall expect to meet my 
eldeſt daughter, whom I cannot think of ex- 
poſing to the contagious air of this place. One 
of the ſervants is actually dead; but I have 
been happy enough to conceal this event from 
my poor child. Vou have manifeſted/ great 
prudence, 1n:5{þ induſtriouſſy concealing your 
ſuſpicions froher. Continue, I intreat of 
you, your care over her We do not 
apparently follow, her. Even with vulgar 
minds too cloſe an inſpection is Aeg, . 
gages them to other methods of deoeit; but to 
cultivated minds it is highly pernicious. A girl 
of virtue nnot but be offended 
if ſhe finds the is obſerved! It would be well, 
if, for theſe: four days, you ſhould ſeeretly at- 
ſiſt her in preventing any of thoſe opportun- 
ties, ſo embarraſſing to a young mind which 18 
in love, and yet muſt not he ſuſpected. ITI 
were obliged 10 enttuſt her te you for any 
longer period; I ſhould recommend it to her 
to lay open her ſentiments to you, and com- 
mit herſelf to you as:to her guide, From that 
- conhdence ſhe'has ever placed in you, ſhe could 
* ſcarcely 
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ſearcely refuſe: it; but modeſty is more deli- 
cate than reiſon. Adieu, dear Madam; your 
regarũ to my duughter and to myſelf leaves mie 
in ee — * 10 — 
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. de Narton to, Aalen de Saint 
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a 1x16 Latisq bim -In Harriet, Fidy 1. 
I Confeſs!to you, my dear Counteſa, that I 
have not yet bern able to inform! myſelf 
widh-any mare certaiaty of ycur brothers ſen- 
timents. Had Lwtitten to you yeſterday 
morning, Iſhould have tald you, What has aps 
peared to m certain for theſa eight days paſti 
that be aa deoply in love with Mit de Fervale 
He ſeemod umenſy except in her oο]·π/3n y, he 
was eve ſeehing ber; ſhe w IAIithe: only object 
of his attention; qu our: lietid excurſions, d- 
her ciel lont ĩes iwere the only! obſudt' of die 
comvetiatiom whenever he ſpoe to me. In 
ſhort, n doubt remained of (his! paſſion IT 
find dpportumit ies to oheriſh it. Veſterday 
exreniag we agreed to take an biring as? fut 
ay: _— to take æ turn or two inthe? 
grove, 


1 
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by. the reſort of the company. We had deen 
there ſevetal times before; but as Ferval was 
pre- engaged, our party conſiſted only of Miſs 
de Ferval, the Marquis, and myſelf. Every 
thing thing paſſed very agreeably, and your 
brother, as uſual, addreſſed ſeveral obliging and 
ſpritely compliments to our young friend. 
Thus engaged, we had been walking about a 
quarter of an hour, when a lady of ſome beauty, 
followed- by ber ſervant-maid, paſſed and re- 
paſſed? us fevera} times. The Marquis dif 
not at firſt:take notice of her j but as foon as 
he had obſerved her; he had @ viſible motion 
of ſurprize, and ſeveral times changed colour; 
When this lady returned, be gated on her; 
ſtill, howeyer, ſttiving to conceab his earneſt- 
neſs 3 and whenever he ſpoke, it was with the 
greateſt conſuſion. I therefore motioned! our 
turn heme, and he followed us mechani- 
cally. At night I todk an opportunity to uſſc 
him, whether he knew that lady ? Hoe bluſned, 
and aſſured ane he as not acquainted with any 
off te Company now at the waters; and he 
ſean after. withdrew, excuſing himſelf as int 
diſpoſei with the head-ach. Miſs de Fertal 
and myſelfæoſe this morning at the uſual time, 
„ — was not up; I therefore unt 


401 to 
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to enquire how he did. He ſent word he had 
had a very. reſtleſs night, and that he begged 
leave to decline the waters for this morning. 
When he was riſen I aſked him more particu- 
larly of his diſorder ; he told me he ſuſpected 
the waters had not their proper effect, and that 
he had ſome thoughts of going to his apart- 
ments at Bains, and trying them for a ſe days 
at the ſpring- head. Fetval offeted to accom- 
his reluctance to put him 0 an inconveniemte, 
_ his lodgings were ſmall, and would not 
without great difficulty admit of two perſons; 
he deſired, therefore, not to be preſſed any 
further on that bead. He is nom gone out, 
leaving Us in the, greateſt ſurpriae. Fer- 
val is diſpleaſed with his refuſal ;; and poor 
Miſs de Ferval's affliction, which can clearly 
perceive, has given me inexpreſſible uneaſineſs, 
be the in- 
Arument of making this det girl unhappy | 
She endeavoured to be chearful at dinner. but 
her gaieey wh not natural. The Marquis, 
who is gone to lie at Bains, was abſe i 
ſarrowſul, and agitated. But Iwill 
ture to expteſs any ſuſpicions.” I can ſearcely 
give way to them. Can it be poſſible 1 May 


| --— . 
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| From Miſe de Ferval to her Ar. 


Veen, 70 16 
Deer. tendereſt mother, how well 
founded were your conjectures ! How 

rat is my misfortune! Send. for me, I in- 
treat of you, ſend for me without a moment's 
delay. I die .. The Marquis is unworthy. . 
And yet I love him. . . He eb Big Lacozrs, 
and his paſſion is rekindled. He has left us. 
He is gone to Bains, where this creature now . 
[is How flow time will ſeem to move till we 
meet! When in your arms 1 will lament my 
unhappy weakneſs! I thought, alas ! I had 
„ But, A 
— 9 8 1 
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© From Madam de Ferval to hey Daughter. 
„ Ferval, Jay 16. 

F LY, fy chen 66 my arms your micſiſtiine, 

my dear child, increaſes my tenderneſs. 

The object of your affection is 10 Logger 

worthy of it; but nothing more can be kn 

"vor. hk G at 
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at preſent... All chat is left. for, you, is the 
mournful indulgence of ſighs and tears. . Thoſe 
tears I will wipe away. I will-ſet out a day 
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M b 15 Gi „ dear - Countely, were but 
Y undedz, a dy. I ſpoke. of 
erval ſaw her 


rg ode no aide than — 


ce how thi unhappy 
We oo what cbuld de the in- 
aha xe oh Wenn th, 
not been here to-day, but Perval met him this 
morning at the Wells; and the Marquis was 
gteatly ambatraſſed. Feral, however 
tionet'nothing of his di ſcovery hd on aſked 
whether wee ſhould not ſee him foro thid 
the Marquis replied, that he dnbhaot thitk d 
ſhould be able to come bither to dy y dut that,: 
no * ere uo ine! gidbgant 1 100 * 
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if he poſſibly could, de would certainly wait 
on us tomorrow 

Mis de Ferval has this moment leſt us, her 
mother: having requeſted her departure, the 
manner of which, notwithſtanding the plea- 


ſure I received from her company, perfectly 
charmed me: And her efforts to conceal her 


- — — 


grief, as they mult certainly have redoubled it, 
increaſed my pity for her. What reproaches 
have I not to make to myſelf | and how eaſily 
was I perſuaded to believe what I wiſhed | 
What a ſource of yneaſineſs will this relapſe, 
for ſuch I fear it is, be to us all ! even to the 
Marquis himſelf! Adieu, my dear 8 
Arm yourſelf * reſolution. 


EN) 191 v7 | 
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Narton, 9 120 20 
2E eiupic!/ 2 bus 20 n h 29 
HAT à reverſe, my dear friend. . I. 
A can ſupport it no longet. Can my bro 
thet be really fo weak ! And that to ſo con - 
temptible a degree! I tremble ... I am all in 
tears'« Zyt I comjure you not to abandon him; 
by our friendſhip I 3 you, have pity og 
: 2 D 


elt mid 32m lar. 
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his youth. I forefa that our troubles woult 
increaſe, as ſoon as I received your letter. 4 
preſume Leonora had obrained information of 
my brother's journey, and that, relying on 
her aſcendant over him, ſhe ſeized this 6ppor- 
tunity of meeting with him. Keep me not, 
I beg of you, in ignorance of any thing. Do 
not regard my weakneſs. ' Fear always magni» 
ies every obje&; let nothing then be con- 
cxaled from me, whatever uneaſineſs it may 
occaſion me. Vour friendſhip, my worthy 
friend, is my greuteſt relief. It will coſt you 


1 but i will not F 7rant 
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— de St. 
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ON Am | Rog ie 10003 nil Jah 18. 
7 Rv thing, my dear Counteſßs, that 
oecurs here is an enigma, and wilb en- 
Seit bar pg till vye obtain the ſolutton. 
I would willingly coneeaF my þi "from 
Fou; but left yout imagination ould out · run 
"Hrents,\T will venture to acquiirit'y du with all 
mat I know, whether . des Mannjer of 
©" Hope elbe, ene Hein the Mar- 


quis 
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quis returned hither, and told me, with great 
politeneſs that he found the waters in no de- 
gree better at the wells than at my houſe, and 
that he thought them much leſs agreeable. I 
congratulated him; we were both diverted by 
his ſcrupulouſneſs about the waters, and he 
told me he began to think himſelf a counter 
part to the imaginary patient. In a few mo- 
ments I perceived he was in great agitation, 
and inſenſible to every thing around him. At 
laſt, however, be aſked me, whether Miſs de 
Ferval was gone out? Miſs de Ferval, 1 
plied. Sbe has been ſent for, 20d bes beep — 
gone theſe two days. She is now at Vercourt 
with her mamma and her ſiſters. The Mar- 
quis was ſtruck motionleſs. And is Ferval 
gone; too? faid he. Les, he followed his 
ſiſter; but as he left me Alone, do Nomi to 
return this evening, it being only two leagues 
off. The Marquis then propoſed to me to go 
and meet him arid I accepted the offer. 
poi as he perceived Ferval, he ran 
btact bim; and immediately enquired after 
- the health: of his ſiſters. Feryal told him they 
„nete much better, and that in a few, days 
they would be quite recovered. What, then, 
756i che Marquis, could Miß de Ferval poſſibly 
_ Iv" boat far? Upon my word, Marquis, Lam 
up 83 not 
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not in 'the ſecret. My mother's pfudence'in 
this reſpect is not quite evident to me. My 
two youngeſt ſiſters have ſupported their jour- 
ney extremely well; but, though we were 
kept in ignorance, their illneſs has been very 
contagious, Even that air they have brought 
with them is terrible ; for my eldeft fiſter is 
gejected, and altered much for the worſe. And 
if we ſhould be ſo unhappy . . . At theſe words, 
which affected me in a very ſenſible manner, 
the Marquis grew pale. I aſked Ferval, 
What her illneſs was. He told me, ſhe had 
ſearcely eat any ching for two days; that ſhe 
kept her room; and that Madam de Ferval | 
was almoſt always with her. 

As ſoon! as the Marquis Heard dis b 
r let he appeared much dejefted. He 
afterwards came and made a propoſal to Fer- 
vil to ge with him to-motrow'toqay a viſit, 


which, though be never thought of it before, 
he recollected was owing to: Madam de 


honourable tohis mother, yet the em 
Which the late ſcene of illneſs had thrown her 


into, might poflibly induce her to wiſh that he 
would delay the Gra e days. Pat, 
0 the Mae is , neceſſary to 

no 
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know, how Miſs: de Ferval does. Well, I 
replied, I will ſend. to Vercourt to-morrow 
morning, and if ſhe is better we Will. go thi- 
ther, in the afternoon. He agreed to. this pro- 
polal, and became more tranquil. I was:juſt 
coming: away that I might write to you, when 
2 ſort of chambermaid, who came from Bains, 
deſiring, to ſpeak to the Marquis, to whom ſhe 
delivered à letter; be withdrew immediately, 
with great precipitation, to read it, and I am 

told he is now employed in writing an anſwer. 
HED this — — new ap es 
it is, what an influeno retain 
vyer him. I told Jou, eyery thing is, enigma» 
tical. I have not ſpoke a able, howener, 
ta the Marquis-about this affzir, and will by 
no means be the firſt tg intrgduce. jt. ut 
my dent friend, depend on it I il compuni- 
cate ta you everꝶ c eircumſanc I, can leary- 


You may rely on my openneſ equally as ga 
ox gat J e Sy 29110291 2d 
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pair. Am Tthen fo culpable ? Have I betray- 
ei you?” Letters, n 
your hatred to me. Had I been les open, could - 
I riot have diſfivowed them? Could T not, at 
leut, have induced you to fuſpect that they 
were counterfeited ? It is poſſible I had an 
aſcendant over you ſufficient to have accom— 
pliſhed this end. But I did not attempt it. I 
deteſt falſity. Deign, therefore, at leaſt, to 
hear me. Conſider to whom they were ad- 
dreſſed. To Juliet, that unhappy girl, whoſe 
terrible death diſcovers but too plainly ber me- 
thod'of life. My misfortunes had thrown me 
into à connection with her, which I could 
never brea though. Ts not gratitude the firſt 
eee een. and I ſhall 
2 This gin had honeſt. 

inci 1 will never bluſh to ſay ſhe 
was my 1 But a dreadful} event has 
ſnatched her from me, and ſhe is now no 
more. It was with juſtice ſhe had incurred 
the anger of him, by whom ſhe was ſo cruelly 
puniſhed. I know ſhe had; but ſtill I loved 
her. It was neceſſary for me to aſſimilate my 
tafls to be. She would never have pardoned 


———_— 
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and my expectations from it. Had I made 
uſe of any expreſſions which had flowed in 
reality from my heart, it would have been 
only to bave mortiſied her. For preſecving 
her friendſhip I was to appear to her in the 
ſame light as ſhe appeared to me. Would 
virtue herſelf exclude ſuch complaiſance, fa 
neceſſary to ſociety, and whoſe ſource is in hu- 
manity ? By ſuch cauſes, Sir, our rupture has 
been produced,” I have no views of renewing 
your attachment to me: I have too great a 
regard for your rank and name to aſpire to 
that honour, of which you once made me the 
offer. My only intention is to vindicate my- 
ſelf; and though you ſhould no longer con- 
tinue my lover, I would wiſh to have your 
eſteem, or at leaſt your pĩity. Why were you 
ſo cruel yeſterday as not to vouchſafe me a 
hearing? What a puniſhment. to that heart 
in which you alone ſtill reign ! But, alas, 
what have I ſuid? Adieu. | 
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b 1 n Varennes, July 18. 
"LATTER yourſelf no longer with the 
hopes of ſeducing me. My eyes are at Jaſt 
. Vou alone were able to detach me 
from yourſelf, and you have; done jit- Von 
once, I acknowledge, was dear to me; and 
my tenderneſs is not | utterly extinguiſhed; 
Send me an account, therefore, of your real 
circumſtances. If you are in indigence, I will 
not abandon you without relief 3 but if you 
do not want my aſſiſtance, ceaſes I pray you, 
writing any further to me. I ſincerely with 
youthe enjoyment of every happineſs. I bear 
not th leaſt hatred to you; and if you were 
to become worthy, I could-eves eſteem you. 
3 91 £0 ©} 10 108 1 Aol M13 10. '£4 1 + 191 
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Freu Madem de Narton to, Madam de 1 
226243 1 21 g * HW 2s ot 
25d 0) Neqd bus r Fardrines,. July 24. 
ESUME your — my dear 
> Caurkals; and:reſt ſatisfied. , , Your, þrg- 


nourable 
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nourable of, Ulmen, has diſcloſed every thing 
to me, an explained every particular of 
his conduct Which was ſo ambiguous. I will 
relate what he faid, which will doubtleſs give 
che ſame pleaſute to you as it did to me. He 
firſt, acquainted me that Leonora was at Bains; 
that t was ſhe whom we ſaw there about ten 
days ſince ;' and that the ſight of her had cauſed 
an emotion which he could not controul. I 
onex, ſaid e, paſſionately: loved her; and the 
object of ſuch au love can never be totally in- 
different to an honeſt heart: We may hate, 
we may deſpiſe,” but it will ſtill -6ceupy our 
thoughts, Vou could not but obſerve the diſ - 
order into which I Was thrown j and Ino 
fooher perceived her, than conceived: A de- 
ſite” to ſpeak to her. I had no intentions, 
however, of renewing my temnection with 
her: I had not the leaſt thought of ſo baſe a 
deſign: But from an impulſe equally violent and 
inexplicable w.ſhe could 
venture MEI 12 45 T7 . the could 
poſfibly jultify Herſelf. I Gas wiltingito know 
the e which had brought her thither. 

I therefore reſolved to ſee her, and ſpeak to her 


in private; becauſe a public betting 


have received an unfavourable conſtructio 
had ſome trouble to find an excule;/to 


den. On 
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as the motive for my departure. The next 
day I faw Ferval; this gave me frefh uneaſi- 
neſs. He will certainly ſee Leonora,' he wilt 
recolle&t her, and will talk publickly of her. 
Had IT not cauſe, Madam, for this anxiety? 
Your conjectures, ſaid I, were very well found- 
ed. The news made us very melancholy : 
That is very mortifying, madam, to me 
However, added the Marquis, I will acknow- 
ledge every ching, and, by this confeſfion, 
clear myſelf even of the appearance of guilt. 1 
ſaw Leonora at the ſpring; we met there, and 
I ſtopped. She fat dow cloſe to me, but pre- 
tended not to ſee me; till turning her head, 
our eyes met each other. Unembarraſſed by 
my indifference, ſhe aſſumed an air of conk- 
dence mixed with haughtineſs. I kept her 
there, with an appearance of- diſdain, and 
without ſpeaking. She at laſt broke ſilence, 
and aſked me, in an ironical tone of voice, 
whether my anger ſtill continued Her bold. 
neſs offended me, and I got up: But ſhe. fol- 
Jowed me with an ait of fondneſs, which, 
thanks to heaven, is no longer capable of ſc- 
ducing me. At length, Madam, I conceived 
. againſt het a diſguſt wotſe than hatred ; I left 
her, and went home, where I reflected on my 
— 8 and on my happineſs.Lin 
No he eſcaping 
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eſcaping ruin. But here I was interrupted 
by this wretched girl herſelf, who abruptly 
entered the chamber. As I had never remark- 
ed in her any tendency to impudence, I ac- 
knowledge that I was ſtartled. I thought I 
could perceive, from the meanneſs of her ap- 
parel, that ſhe was in indigence, and from 
the alteration of her features, that ſhe was 
not in health,. This idea ſtifled every ſen- 

ument except that of pity, which alone 
yet remains; for, I confeſs, my commi- 
ſeration for her is ſtronger: than it would 
be for any other perſon in the ſame cir- 
eumſtances. I deſired hex to withdraw; but 
ſhe ſeized my hand with the greateſt eagerneſe 
and melted into tears. I was affected, and ſhe 
diſcovered it. However, I at laſt prevailed on 
Her to depart, though with a full reſolution to 
relieve her if ſhe was really in want. It is not 
impoſſible ſhe has conceived ſome flattering 
expectations from that compaſſion which I 
could not conceal. Be this as it may, ſaid he, 
here is a letter which ſhe has ſent me ſince my 
return hither. He permitted me to read it, 
and I think nothing can poſſibly exceed titis 
creature's addreſs; The Marquis's anſwer to 
it, which is equally filled with humanity and 
1 dignity, gave me the greateſt ſatisfactiom. I 
ugs expreſſed 
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xpreſſed to him with what ſenſib 
pleaſure his confidence and firmneſs 
me; and I commended his pity for Leonora; 
becauſe Nature hath endowed every one with a 
general ſenſation of benevolence, which-we 
are bound to exerciſe towards all. If there be 
any means forcible 'enough in themſelves to 
reclaim from wickedneſs, they muſt be the 
favours of generoſity, which returns good for 
evil; while implacability, or a meanneis of re- 
venge, under the maſk of juſtice, confirms 
iniquity, by. producing a hatred of mankind. 
Lacknowledged: to the Marquis, that his con- 
duct had given mie very great uneaſineſs. And 
yet, ſaid he, that T would bave given any 
thing to have prevented ; but ILforeſaw it from 
the moment I met Ferval. Pray, ſaid he to 
me with ae eſtneſs, does Miß de Ferval 
know any thing o Leonora 's being at Bains 2— 
Ves be hott Hetiens! he exclaimed. Then, 
recovering hirn ſcif, he procceded : Her bro- 
ther, Madam, is the beſt ot ſriands: Hz 
only 2 vlittle more diſcretiun. If my fiſte 
ſhauld eme ta any knowledge of this affait : 
I deſired hit not to be under any apprehenſions, 
as th re ſult from the adventure could not fail 


and 


of doing him great honour.— But, alas I ſaid 
he, hat opmion will be formed of me by 
blu thoſe 
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thaſe Who are unacquainted with the circum- 
ſtances of it? In ubat light ſnall I appear to 
Miſs de Ferval? I ſhall not be eaſy till ſhe is 
undeceived. My honour is intereſted ©, 

At this moment a meſſenger arrived to ac- 
quaint me; that Miſs de Ferval had been ſlight- 
ly indifpoſed, and ſtill continued ſo; but that 
her ſiſters were perfectly recovered. - 
Well, Madam, ſaid your brother, but don't 
we pay our viſit this aſternoon l.. Undoubt- 
edly we will. While he is dreſſing I have 
taken the oppottunity, my dear Counteſs, to 
relieve your inquietude, and rea ſtabliſn the 
Marquis in yuur eſteem. He has requeſted 
me to aſſure you of his entire 'friendſhip ; ot 
3 e things! © 
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Fa ro de St.nSever ta Madem de Narton. 
-01d 19H : b 0222 207q 20 Puri July 24. 
HAT } does our rattle- brained Marquis 
think to throw us · all into a new ſcene - 
of eonfuſion ? It is well, Madam, but LI ſtop 
his career. Between you and I, Pil have a | 
ptivate:meeting” of all our relations, and he 
ſhall be abſolutaly diſowned ; for we are not 
d yom underſtand me.. Nay, I believe this 
Non: would 


96 LETTER CXXII. 

would have been done already if it had not 
been for Madam de Saint-Sever, who is better 
than good. She ſpends her whole time in 
tears and lamentations, and is ever conjuring 
me to take no ſteps without conſulting you. 
Does ſhe think I am ignorant of your ſenti- 
ments, the reſult of ſo much good ſenſe and 
penetration? But we cannot tell every thought 
which paſſes in your mind. May not this be 
her reaſon . . . I was going, however, to give 
vou the hiſtory of this ſame Leonora, ſince the 
Marquis has quitted her. Bizac — you recol- 
lect Bizac that was mentioned in her letters; 
The has herſelf been duped by him. This 
wauld-be Nobleman has turned. out neither 
more nor leſs than a mere ſharper. They lived 
together for a month or two, every thing went 
on extremely well, and quite to ſatisfaction, 
till one fatal day, when, alas, the gentleman 
packed up the toilet and ſome other things, 
and has never been heard of fince. You are 


to obſerve, by the way, that Bizac had con- 
trived to ſell off the furniture by little and little 
to leſſen the charge of removal. Poor Leonora 
was no {tripped of every thing, ber goods, 
ber money, even to her very ſhift L Nay, ſhe 
had not even a ſhift left. What is now to be 
done? ſaid ſhe. I will try my fortune at Bains. 


The 
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The Marquis is good-natured, and is not 
overburthened with prudence ; I'll renew my 
acquaintance with him, and ſee whether I can 
make any thing from that quarter. She now 
ſets off for Bains, with Julict's mother. This 
Juliet has been tabbed and ſuffocated, and I 
can't tell what elſe, by her old jealous lover, 
who had pretty good proof that ſhe had not 
confined her favours to him: But this affair 
was preſently huſhed up. All that is certain 
is, ſhe died at his apartment about three weeks 
ago. Her mother, who is poor, old, and 
ugly, hath enliſted herſelf under Leonora's 
banner, and paſſes for her woman. Such is 
the hiſtory of this creature. In compliance 
with my wife's deſire, who has prevented me 
from writing to her brother as I intended, 1 
ſhall take no meaſure till I receive your anſwer. 

Much reſolution is required in this caſe, Leave 
it to me, and you ſhall. be ſatisfied. | An old 


ſoldier, as I am, is not ignorant of the value | 


of the preſent. moment; but Madam de Saint- 

Sever's delays and delicacies are quite out of 

place. No credit was ever given to me. 

Adieu, Madam; be aſſured of my reſpect. 

94 44 Ne! 0 
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conceived ſome diſadyantageouz ideas, Which, 
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From Madam de Saint-Seyer to adam de, 
Nartan, TITTY uns 


Paris, Fuly ay. * 
Have this moment, my dear friend, received 
your letter, which has baniſhed every fear, 
and reſtored me to life and gladneſs. What a 
happineſs, that I engaged Mr. de Saint-Sever 
to conſult you before he proceeded any further! 
I beg you will conceal his intentions from my 
brother, of whom I fear Miß de Ferval hath 


however, I truſt you will efface, I intreat of 
you, to neglect nothing that may tend to the 


_ accompliſhment of our wiſhes. I ſincerely 


embrace my brother; and be. aſſured of my: 
cordial affection for you, | Let me know 


every e paiſes 1 1 


——_ 
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5 Irre Xx xv. © gab 
PFron Aon da Newer, to Madan Sun, 
Sever. n 

Varennes, Aug, - = 

Haye, nothing new to communicate tg a 


my dear Counteſs, except that every thing 
continues 


17 
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continues happy and agreeable. How fortu- 
nate it was that your brother knew nothing of 
Mr. de Saint-Sever's intentions! I return him 
thanks for conſulting me, and intreat him to 
rely wholly on me for what is neceſſary to be 
done. A ſew days ago we paid our viſit, 
which I informed you of, to Madam de Ferval. 
Tue sgitation of the Martuis, ho was ät 
once affected with joy, anxiety, and impa- 
tience, gave me the greateſt pleaſure. We 
found Madam de Ferval and her two younger 
daughters, who received us with their dfuzl 
graoefulneſs and complaiſance, and behaved 
very politely to the Marquis; notwithſtanding 
which I remarked in Madam de Ferval a 
coldneſs towards him, whieh, 4s be could 
not but pereeiye it, greatly embarraſſed him: 
And the abferice of Miſs de Fervaf èpeAted 
his afſtiction. I enquired after her, and aRed 
whether we ſhould not ſee her ? She has been 
out of order, replied her mother, the whole 
day, and is now gone to lit down, otherwiſe 
the would have deen very glad to have ſeen 
vod. But, ſaid I, may we not wake her? 
The Marquis, who ws greatly diſtoncerteg, 
came: ant whiſpered' me, You are under nb 
neceſſity, Madam, of going away fo early! 
May we not fu tilt Nia de Fervat waltes'? 

H 2 I re- 


I replied, that I would wait his pleaſure, We 
continued our viſit till eight in the evening, 
Madam de Ferval did not once requeſt us to 
ſtay ; this omiſſion ſhe would not have been 
guilty of, had it not been for ſome. private 
reaſon, which I can cafily gueſs. That I 
might not throw the Marquis into any confu- 

ſion, I made a ſignal to him for departure 3 
but he ſeemed to decline it. I ſaid to Madam 
de Ferval, Miſs will not wakethen time enough 
to let us ſee her. She replicd, Ldo not think ſhe 
will riſe ſo late as this, as ſhe is in bed. Par- 
don me, mamma, ſaid Henrietta, ſhe is not 
in bed. You are miſtalcen, child, your ſiſter 
is in bed, and Madam de Narton will very 
readily excuſe her l Henrietta was in bluſhes ; 
and, to prevent any further, embarraſſment, I 
| nh and we came away, accompanied; by 
Ferval. The Marquis did not ſpeak a/{ylla- 
ble while we were returning; and when we 
came home, he retired to his chamber, where 
he paſſed the reſt of the evening, without 
coming to ſupper. The next day he employ- ö 
ed in ſalitary walk, and appeared only at 
dinner, where his diſtraction , hardly permitted 
him to know I wis preſent. At length, after 
he had paſſed three days in this manner, we 
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minutes ſitence, he took me by the hand, and 
faid, with an ait of confidence and friendſhip 
that was irreſiſtible, ſhall I obtain your pardon, 
Madam, for being a ſecond time in love? Or 
will you not take me for a madman? Whence 
can you have ſuch apprehenſions, ſaid I, if the 
objeRt of your love is worthy of it? Worthy 
of it, ſaid he: Alas! I fear, I am the un- 
worthy object. After ſo much noiſe as my 
fooliſh amour has made in the world, I ought 
to bid adieu to all tenderneſs,” and I have even 
promiſed as'much. As love was become odious 
to me, I had refolved never to think of mar- 
nage, and J had even communicated my reſo- 
lutions to ſome friends, and to my brother- in- 
law himſelf,” whom J aſſured that I ſhould 
never marry, and that 22 nn 
children as my own. N bn 
N — faid 1. 
He took it in jeſt, and told me, he hoped * 
this fancy would go off, and that he ſincerely 
wiſhed: fo, But hat Mr. de Saint-Sever ſaid 
is of the leaſt conſequence here, asI know no- 
thing would give him greater pleaſure than to 
fee me happily married. My own character 
is in queſtion. I will confeſs, Madam, 
after having ſo long engroſſed converſation, 
and after ſo public a renunciation of love, I 

H 3 am 
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am fearful leſt that inſtance of it which I now 
choice, however, encourages me to hope other- 
wiſe; for, believe me, nothing leſs than the 
virtues, the charms, and the merit of Miſs de 
Ferval could have dran from me an acknow- 
ledgment, which, in any caſe. but bers, l ſhould 
have regarded as the. ſevereſt mortific ation. 
Yau, are ſenſihle how much ſhe: deſerves the 
aſſection of a. worthy man: L adore. her, and 
can no longer conceal my paſſion from myſelf 
or. you: And yet I was miſtaken) at firſt in the 
have baniſhed myſelf ftom her preſence, if I 
had thought I ſhould have fallen in love. So 
great was my diſguſt to that paiſion which had 
deen ſo unfortunate to me; and, to tell you. 
the truth, I had conceived. a very great diſlike 
to women in general. After my rupture with 
Leonora I was introduced into what was called 
better company; but it appeared to me in ſo 
conte mptible a light; that, judging of the 
whole ſex from thoſe Iſaw, thought women 
in general could not be ſufficiently deſpiſed. 
It was after this diſguſt, and the uneaſineſs 


which my amours with Leonora had given 
riſe to, that I made my reſolution, which, as I: 


1 told you, I'imparted to all my acquain- 
tance, 
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tance, by ſome of whom it was approved. 
Others blamed it,; by arguments taken from 
the convenience of it; theſe told me, that 
love was no way neceſſary for making a mar- 
riage reaſonable or decent. A third party, 
among whom was Mr. de Saint- Sever, turned 
it into ridicule, and told me, that ſuch raſh 
vows ſhould never be made by à heart fo ſuf- 
ceptible as mine. Fheſe I was moſt offendet 
with, and therefore made it a capital point 
with myſelf to manifeſt the ſteadineſs of my 
I wasin this ſituation when I firſt 
came to your houſe, where I miſtook that 
pleaſure which J found in the company of Miſs 
de Ferval for a happy return to liberty; my at- 
tachment I regarded only as friendſhip and con- 
fidence; and Feonſidered her only as a compa- 
nion. It was when I returned from Bains and did 
not find her here, that I firſt perceived how ne- 
ceflary ſhe was to me; and ever ſince we were at 
Madam de Fervnl's, I have been ſenſible that 
ſhe alone can make me happy. A falſe ſhame 
perhaps ; ſentiments: to be diſeovered, which 
had never ſuſpected; the ſight of love in all 
its charms, aſter having viewed it under the 
xſpect of terror; the thought of marriage, of 
which I deteſſed the idea, and which is now 
become the object of every deſire; all this 
| H 4 variety 


reſolution. 
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variety, of imagination hath abſorbed me for 
theſe three days paſt; till at laſt I decided in 
favour of the merit, the virtue, and accompliſh- 
ments of Miſs de Ferval. I know not whether 
it be love which now impells me to ſpeak ; but 
were I to heſitate longer, I ſhould be culpable. 
You would, indeed, my dear Marquis, ſaid 
I, to reſiſt the united charms of virtue and 
beauty. Do not oppoſe a ſentiment which 
will not only make you happy, but give plea- 
ſure to every one who is intereſted in your 
welfare. That falſe ſhame which you expe- 
rienced, for it is a falſe one, is the only weak- / 
neſs I reproach, you with. Such an union 
will infallibly fulfil every wiſh of your ſiſter 
and Mr. de Saint-Sever: I am certain of it, 
tom their greatneſs of ſoul and their attach- 
ment to you. Such of your acquaintance as 
are rational and virtuous, will ſpeak of you as 
of a man reſtored from ſickneſs to health. He 
projets, at the moſt dangerous criſis, when Love 
became the inſtrument of Reaſon, to light him 
in his way, and conduct him to happineſs. If 
Jou axe condemned only by the immoral part 
of mankind, you will receiye ſatisſaction ſrcum 
their, difapprabation, by refleQting, that your 
m hath produced a ney difference "op : 
them. 
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them. I am not at all ſurprłed at the diſguſt 
you conceived againſt us, though, perhaps, it 
had not a foundation. Leonora, and thoſe other 
women whom you had ſeen, thanks to Heaven, 
are by no means a ſample of the whole ſex; - 
as unhappily, on the other hand, every woman 
is not a Miſs de Ferval. Among men, as well 
as among us, ſome are virtuous and ſome 
vicious; we are are not, therefore, to judge 
of the whole by a part. Your firſt paſſion was 
unfortunate and diſgraceful; becauſe the ob- 
ject of it was unworthy and contemptible, 
Your preſent choice will, in the eyes of the 
public, repair thoſe injuries you have done 
yourſelf; and when they ſhall ſee your love 
for Miſs de Ferval, they will never recollect 
your paſſion for Leonora. Among all honeſt 
men this laſt choice will be as honourable 
to you, as the former was degrading. Tour 
heart is nevertheleſs the ſame. Vou cannot 
conceive for this adorable girl, ſentiments 
more noble or more virtuous than - thoſe 
which you had for Leonora, at that pe- 
riod of time when you would have married 
her. This ſnhews the importance of making 
a proper choice. It is not the ſenſation of 
love which is criminal; this was one of the 
fineſt gifts of nature, and in a great ſoul it 

h > may 
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may become the ſource of the gteateſt and 
moſt virtuous actions, provided the object 
be worthy of it. If, on the other hand; 
it be unworthy, the ſame paſſion will become 
a ſource of vices, and will be productive of the 
baſeſt and - moſt diſhonourable actions, and 
even of deſpair. But you will enjoy that pu- 
rity of happineſs, the ſatisfaction of all your 
friends, and poſſeſs that inexpreflible charm 
which Miſs de Ferval will diffuſe over your 
whole liſe. O ! my dear Marquis, what a 
felicity muſt it be to receive the applauſe of 
every ſenſible heart! for, whatever pleaſures 
love may procure for us, I cannot help regatd- 
ing the public, approbation as neceflary to 
degree of bitterneſs will always remain. How 
diſagreeable muſt it be perpetually to vindicate 
neſs: But every happineſs will be centered in 
you. Miſs de Ferval, in point of fortune 
indeed ile teinpisM 9961U00 23s | 
I fee} tlacadvislaid he ünhebaapting me, the 
artataſt ſatiafifiion: How hippiertill ſhould 
I be, to become ſo far the objet of her affeo- 
tions; that no reluctance may ariſe on her 
part to what would be the ſummit of 1 my 
— 2) * 411 M. 4 11040! 10 > 311923 
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No, replied I; you need not be under any 
ſuch apprehenſion. That rank and fortune 
which you will beſtow on her, however bril« 
liant and unexpaGed they may be, ſhe will 
not conſider as any humiliation to herſelf. As 
ſhe is, ſo utter a ſtranger. to every emotion of 
pride, they will produce in her that ſenſations 
only, which is ſo pleaſing to a delicate . 
the ſenſation of gratitule. 

Alas! ſaid he, no one can be more ſenſible 
of the value of ber intellectual qualities than 
myſelf, But will ſne not deſpiſe me? ] fear 
the. will. Fortune and its advantages will be 
of little weight with her; and from my former 
errors, added to this laſt adventure, the cir- 
cumſtances of which ſhe does not know, it is 
poſſible L may appear unworthy of uniting my 
welfare with bees · You can ſcarcely conceive. 
the uncaſineſs this refletion has given me, or 
how great would be my deſpait if J ſhould be: 
fo contemptible to her. 

Take courage, Marquis, replied I bed 
As you ſeem to diſtruſt yourſelf, will you not 
confide in me Will you entruſt me wich the 
negociation? He thanked me, and ſuid he 
found my mediation was become neceſſary; 
but that it was with much regret he reſigned 

the pleaſure of informing Miſs de Ferval of his 


affection 
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affection for her in his own perſon. I told 
him, I would firſt communicate this matter to 
Madam de Ferval. 
Alas! ſaid he, this method is decent I allow 3 
but it is neither delicate nor natural. I love, 
and wiſh to be loved: Were the affection not 
reciprocal, the conſideration that T had been 
the means of making this amiable girl unhap- 
Py, by a compliance with what was difagree- 
able to her, would drive me to deſpair. Do 
not entertain any ſuch thoughts, I replied, of 
Madam de Ferval, who could never have in- 
ſpired ſo much virtue and dignity of ſentiment 
into her daughters, had ſhe not poſſeſſed them 
Herſelf. The choice of a huſband, 1 will an+ 
wer for it, will remain in their own breaſt: 
Their excellent mother would, by prudence 
of managemert, prevent an improper mar- 
nage; but; be aſſured, ſhe will never compel 
them es actept any t man whom _ do not 
"approve." 1301 try Had won vid om 
At length, my dear . 
to me his deareſt and moſt important intereſts. 
I accordingly loſt not a moment of time, but 
wrote immediately to Madam de Ferval, whom 
J intend to ſee to-morrow, and whoſe anſwer 
I have received, which, together with my own 
letter, I have incloſed. "The Marquis, who 
I believe 


L $I. CXXVI. 109 


I believe end writing to you, has deſired 


me to impart the ſubſtance of our converſa- 
tion. Adieu. 


r 


„ III 
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From the n to Madam de Saint-Sever. 
MK 4 Varennes, Aug. 6. 
you — I preſume, my deareſt ſiſter, 
been informed of every thing by Ma- 
dam de Narton, in whoſe boſom, as in that of 
the moſt valuable of friends, I have depoſited 
every ſecret. IJ am perſuaded, from that ſin- 
cere intereſt which you have ever had for, my 
welfare, that you participate in thoſe ſenti- 
tue bluſh to ava. ] Aſſure Mr. de Saint- Se- 
ver of my regard. I acknowledge he ſaw bet- 
ter into futurity than myſelf; but at that time I 
me have your beſt wiſnes; they will haſten 
| menen e 9151 1 
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LET TI R CXXVII. — 1 
From Madan de Narton to Madam de Ferv 


— - »» Varenngey. Ang. 1 
T HAT eſteem * friendſhip, Madam, 
Which I ſhall ever entertain for you, have 

prevailed on me to accept, with the greateſt 
pleaſure, the commiſſion with which the Mar- 
quis de Roſelle hath entruſted me. Senſible of 
the merit and accompliſhments of Miſs de 

Ferval, he hath requeſted me to acquaint yon 
how great a happineſs it would be, if he could 
obtain the eſteem of this adorable gitl, and the 
honour of calling you by the nat of mother. 
Such were his words, which I faithfu 
noted down. and which imply every thi 
that can be ſaiĩd. His welfate is in your hands. 
With reſpect to fortune nothing remains "t6- 
be ſettled: His on is ſuſficient) and he is 6" 
ſtranger to the value of a virtunus mind; Cduſd 
he have ventured ſo far, before hie had aſẽed 
her hand from you, he would have demande 

of herſelf a hrart zubeſe flame tuat mutun with 
his un; but his reſpect, which 4s only equalled 
by his love, induced him to forbear. They 
know each. other; and no cauſe exiſts to re- 
tard their union. Thus, Madam, "I 
. . 3 


„ „„ „„ 
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poſal, as I hope it will, ſhould meet with your 
approbation, it may be conſummated without 
delay; and the utmoſt wiſhes of the Marquis, 

BE jerk eb myſelf be accompliſhed. This 
=o J am certain, as it will complete the 
happineſs of Mr., de Roſelle, will not leave 
that of Miſs de Ferval imperfect. Adieu, my 
dear Madam. I wait your anſwer with an 
ern inferior to ve of n 


CY 3/1 5 
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11 is > the utmoſt gratitude,, — 
return you thanks for intereſting yourſelf ſo 
gteatly in my daughter's welfare. I could al- 
maſt venture, from this regard alone, to reſt 
her whole happineſs in that union which: you' 
have propoſedi But pardon à mother's fears. 
This alliapce is far above what I could ever 
hope. 1:am ſenſible there are ſew parents 
in my place who would not have been 
tranſported with joy; but, Madam, I never 
ſought for my daughter an eſtabliſhment valu- 
e for rank or intereſt; theſe do not 
imply 


E. 


112 L. E. T T ER. cXXVIII. 


imply * : Even with the beſt of,.quee 


liti ied with loyg and fortune, ad 
woman may hot be Rappy. J. 


mrriages, "where, thou chef eem was mutual. 
miſery was mutual Ae. The Marquis de 
Roſelle has underſtanding, accompliſhmentss: = 
and, what is ſtill more; honeſty of heart; he is. 
amiable, and was born to pleaſe. But, as my 
diughter's welfare is ſo nearly concerned, per- 
mit me one queſtion : Hath he that ſolid 
virtue, thoſe fure rinciples, ithout which he 
east de . " huſband? ! that unhappy 
paſſion, ch he bgce conceived, effacod from 
his heart? Feönfeſs, Madam, fear ĩt is not 
alſd ĩt was with che Turprize Lead. your laſt 
letter: Tou are not ignorant. he hath ſeen 
Lhota dt Bains. If he has offered bis hand 
tos duHHrer merely, —4 chagrin or anger, 
conſider Madam, how great a misfortune ſuch» 
a martinge wut | he. ©Before eyery other con- 
ſideratiom, It is heceſfary we ſhould; know the 
ſituation Sh Nets. I bis Hatged to Leanora)/ 
be earned to Exfremity, f It W. uae 
luanee I could five him i my tougher; Such 
a hatred would be a paſtion, the more wrrible,. 
as i 4s diſguiſed. If, on the other lides in 
his οe r moments he deſpiles her, if his mind 
is detachedFrom her, if be ein ſee her with· 
EE out 
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out emotion, and is indifferent about her, I 
ſhalt have better expectations. But does he 
know the worth of real virtue? Or may he 
not- have been captivated by beauty alone, 
without any regard to the inward qualities of 
the heart. To ſuch a ſenſibility and delicacy 
as my daughter poſſeſſes, a greater calamity 
could ſcarcely happen than to be united to a 
huſband, who, unable to diſtinguiſh any in- 
tellectual accompliſhments, ſhould perceive 
only thoſe which are merely external: And it _ 
is to be feared that, after ſo many irregularities, 
it is to theſe only the Marquis is now attached. 
My utmoſt defire is, to obtain for her a huſ- 
band tender, virtuous, prudent, and ſenſible of 
her merit; one with whom ſhe might enjoy the 
pleaſures of confidence and friendſhip as well as | 
love. But I will confide in you, from an 
equal conviction of your ability and diſcretion, 
as of your affection to her. You have oppor- 
tunity of diſcovering the real ſentiments of th 
Marquis: If, therefore, you ſhall make a 
favourable report of them, I ſhall accept with 
the greateſt joy the honour you intend us 
but till T receive a ſatisfaQory anſwer from 
you, I ſhall forbear any thing of 
this affair to my daughter. 1 

Vor. I. 1 cumftances 
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cumſtances it would be very improper for me 
to wait on you at your own houſe; but as we 
intend to return tg. Ferval, I ſhould regard it 


as à great obligation to receive a viſit from you 


to-morrow at that place, I would mean, to 
excuſe the company of the Marquis and my 
ſon. We may then treat more explicitly of 
this matter, and come to ſuch, a reſolution as 
we ſhall ſee moſt proper. * 

My {on is this moment arriyed here. The 


0 Marquis, 1.find,, has mentioned his intention 


to him. I haue ſtrictly forbidden him to re- 
veal any thing of it to bis filter, but I tremble 


_ eſt he ſhould, 2s be ſeems in ſuch tranſports 
_ bf jay, and cannot conceive, he ſays, any 


_  zeaſons ſor my heſitation .. However, 1 ſhall 
ſend him back to you as ſoon as poſſible, that 


be may not betray the ſecret; and I am going 


ta my daughrer, to prevent any opportunity of 
© private converſation. Adieu, madam. * 


r * e 
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RD Fra nora to the Mar gui = 

F Les Bains Aug. 8. 
Have fo many times, fir, deceived you, 
that truth itſelf is ſuſpected when it comes 
from me; but I once more conjare you to 
Fear, to believe, and to pity me. The truth is 
now a ſufficient mortification to me, and js 
drawn from me by the wretchedneſs of my pre- 

Tent ſituatian. Puniſhment hath overtaken 
vices, and 1 have no hope left but in your 
generoſity. Alas, fir ! the wicked work the 
tuin of N other, and, though unwilling- 
ly, vindicate the cauſe of Virtue. A profligate 
villain, „ But you will excuſe me from 
reci a tale as melancholy as it is ſhame- 
ful. "Hot hurt you too much. An 
honeſt mind cannot but be affected with the 
hiſtory of guilt. Let it ſuffice to ſay, I was be- 
came deſtitute of every reſource” but the libe- 
rality of Juliet, and of this, lixewiſe, I have 
been deprived by her death; ſince which time 1 
have been afflicted both with ſickneſs and pover- 
ty. Unknowing what meaſures to take, what 
heart to intereſt in my favour, I at laſt imploretl 
the compaſſion of Mr. de Valville, who had 
once been my captive. T went to him, indeed, 
T5 without 


5 
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wighoutapy;fapguine | but his behaviour 


ruel. After barb 'Ous reproac 
N e ha Vole @ ra 5 


whi 95 you b entertained for m. me, þ he was 515 
bene me away 3 ; but after a moment's ae 
aſked m me, w whether, I would promiſe neverto re 
Peat the like indiſcretion? Of this I gave him an 
abſolute promiſe. He then told me, that though 
he had nothing to give me, 15175 1 Be 
achice. Ide Marquis, ail he, is gone b 
Al ill y fallen in loye wi | ＋ FE a: WI 
Pot jmpoſtible he may be. ridicule enough 
mar: Now you.will atone fox what you hay 
A if you can detach him. 
am hoy nc F 


18 31 


nd 
— howerer, play i a een. 
avioury a8 you know will be agregable to him 
His barbarity -almoſt QVErFIME:;{ME 3, bur, I 
banked him, thaugh with, xeluQtance., I; then 
. rant immediately, and ſold all the cloaths I had 
3 one gon. 8 
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x.the "mother of t that unhappy "gil, whoſe 
ath' plun ged me in the ech of miſery. 
n yr [by the hope only of aſſiſtanee from 
ve came hither ; and on my arrival I 
The advice which Mr. de Valville had 
iven me. Shall I obtain forgiveneſs ? It was 
[= reſource, I have fince informed him 


117 


the difticyliies I met with; but his an- 
wer Was, to forbid me troubling him; that 
my Tdilfcultics' muſt be owing to my own 
want of addrefs, and that he declines intereſting 
Bite any farthet in ny uffülrs. I have en- 
choled you,” fir, che letter: My ſmtcerity 
cbuld not diſpenſe with this HumMiatitig 
voucher.” Overwhelmed with pricf and indi- 
"gence, I tieltfted'eight days before I-ventated 
"to, write ; id nothing but my pteſent terrible 
| firuatlon cold ave pi 4 
A YOU EAI FH * 
- world; And Wen ain | . 
- tice P hive been here!” Bam allied vic M- 
.... 
: viſits — be of ſomo ten duamdie. 
Tt js to the gobdneſs of my landlord b un An- 
——— bed 1 lie on; und mouth 
dent ich fultaitis me; /'Shalt Icflatter un- 
Jö Bf wa dle hopes of growr!eqmmiſera- 
hen. The Curate of the place hath, indeed, 


13 promiſed 
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promiſed me his endearour to procure me an 
admiſſion into one of the Aſylums of Indigence 
and Pain. But can I accept ſo humiliating an 
offtr? No. I could ſooner reſign my li path 

my | misfortune, | ty puniſhment ſo g i 
Could the veil of oblivion be caſt over my 
former life, and my preſent melancholy cir- 
cumſtances alone conſidered. . . It is a wretch, 
the ſport of calamity, who implores your be- 
nevalence. It is Leonora, the guilty Leonora; 
but behold her at your feet, with tears guihing 
| from her eyes; behold her torm with rethorſe, 
a victim to ptiniſhment and almoſt to death. 
Generous as you are, after having made ſo 
man ſacriſces to me, will you not make one 
more, one which will never call for repentence, 
the ſacriſot of a juſt reſenttnent. Whatever 
injury I may have been the cauſe of, it is perhaps 
a futy you oe to youfſelf, to aſſiſt her whom 
ence you loved. But 1 am net ſtranger to 
yr beart, I know it ſtunds in ne heed f 
motives merely perform] te be excited to ads 
Adee, I Kill hope, and Hope in you. 
Vou may confide in ine woman who is the 
befirer of this letter. Utihappy Leonor! Rt 
from you, fir, ſhe muſt reovive 1 bounty f 


Inf@pormble dwught ! . 
| * LE T. 
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LETTER cxxx. 
un the Margais t Leons 

5 Varennes, Aug. 8. 
did you not ſooner acquaint me 
with your diſtreſa, after 1 hid offre. 
+ 1 have ſent five and twenty 
louis d'ors; which is al I can da at prefent. 
I am ſatisfied fince you have informed _— 
the rod madive af your Journeys... 10 

I pity your ſituation 3 the? ive ee 
is at an improper time. — +jre 
E NN * A $95 
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Fron Madam dt Narton tothe Mer. we 
15  Feroal, Aug. 8 
[4 obliged, my 15 Ma arquis, to {8 
.through my promiſe < of ae this evehs * 
ing. 1 continue hete, and, n conſequence of 
the invitation with which AMidim e Ferval 
hath charged me, ſhaff expeck to ſec you herd” 
likewiſe. I Teave It to WY. draby what" 


SPORE... 
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7: ©” Ferval, Aug. B. Midnight, 
WS my ad a Jeu 5080 


the general joy: 


bing $0 egemplete our hap 


11 
i 


dust, in which I deſcribe 


beartin Af their truch, = the ſation 
= —_— once, 1 
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comtugicats his happineſs 8 Mater - 
ni £16 16912 

noi 


LETTHR CXXXII. 121 
de Ferval, aſiey ging her eyes pn hec laugh 
owards.the.ground; 


ter, who was looking only t 
ſaid'to me, what occaſion. can you have for | 
going? It would be more . agreeable if the 
Marquis could come here. . So it would, in- 
deed, mamma, replied Miſs 45 F erval, conceals 

ing her face in the boſom of her mother 
Yes, child, be Thall be {ent for, .that we may . 

all be witnales U {656 oyful an event... . I im- 
mediately, my dear C ountels, x tent... word to- 
your brother, who Eämie on the wingg f love. . 

I will not endeaybur to deſcribe,. as it yould.. 
be impoffible, the e emotions Vſible on - 
the face of Min de Feryal, while we were in 
expectation of Him. © Joy was _plainly, pere 
ceptible through all her modeſty, and agitation. 
But when, at length, we ſaw bim entring the 
extremity of the avenue, this amiable girl was 
ſelred with ſo violent a a palpitation pf the. heart, 
that ſhe fell . on 4 ſettea, and. almeſt 
fainted away. * We. were all employed in gi 
ing our tante when th tl he Margnia game Ups 7 
whom I went 2 Gut to receive. © His, emeten 4 
was Hot Teſs tan than of Miſs de Ferval, and 
he ſcarcely attended to one word I ſaid. Mar. 
dam de Fervaf, whoſe preſence of mind is at- 
all' times the fame, juſtly ſuppoſing. that thisc- 
— make too great an im- 


99 preſſion 
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preſſon on young perſons, bad ordered the 
two younger ſiſters, who were entire ſtrangers 
to the whole matter, to withdraw. The Mar- 
quis, when he entered the parlour, endeavour- 
ed to pay a compliment to Madam de Ferya), 
but ſhe interrupted him by an embrace, and 
preſented her daughter to him. Modeſty on 
the one part, reſpect on the other, added to 
our preſence, eontributed to an embarraſſment 
which was affecting beyond deſcription. I 


then propoſed that we might take a turn or, 


two in the garden, and we were accompanied 
by the two younger Miſſes. When the Mar- 
quis offered his hand to Madam de Ferval, ſhe 
deſired that compliment might be given to her 
daughter, who, with ſome little eonſuſion, ac» 

cepted it. We contrived, ad if without 1 in- 
tention, to ſeparate ourſelves from them. I 
know not What they ſaid to each other, but 
they continued walking ſo late, that we were 
obliged to deſire them to come in ;; and their 
appearance was that of the higheſt ſatisfaction 
and tranquillity. The Marquis, when he in- 
troduced Miſs de Ferval at their return, preſ- 


who was gone on a hunting party when 


| e dee e 


ſed her hand wich the higbeſt rapture, and 
teir ſelicity ſeems to be complete. . 


| 
| 
1 
| 
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and is in tranſports. He was impatient that 


the whole family ſhould be immediately in- 
formed of the event, but his mother prevailed. 
on him to ſtay awhile, as nothing inconſiſtent 


with the higheſt delicacy ought to be tranſ- 
afted when his fiſter was in queſtions How- 
ever, we have juſt now informed the two 


younger fiſters, whoſe joy is ſo pure and 


ſo tender, that it would be impoſſible to 


remain unmoved by it. Helena | ſaid, Oh, 


Madam, are we going to loſe our ſiſter? Hen- 
rietta expreſſed herſelf only by tears. But 
they afterwards both Joined in a delicacy of 


ſentiment much to be admired at their age; 


let us not, ſaid they, mention our on regret” 


in being ſeparated from her. She will be hap- 


py; and it is beft to conceal any thing by: 


which her happineſs would be in the leaſt di- 
miniſhed. Is not this n in * * | 


purity ? 

As the Marquis's time is now is Nee 
to him, he has deſited me to plead his excuſe 
for not writing himſelf to you; and entrents 
both you and Mr. de Saint-Sever to make the 
neceflary preparations for the wedding, the 


regard which is entertained for you by us all. 
L E T- 


contriftof which is to be ſigned to- mor. 
Adibu, mf dear Counteſs, and be affaned of the 


1 
ö 
; 
. 
| 
. 
| 
| 


her, or wait till ſhe ſhould have the 0 


by the two other young ladies. 1 muſt 
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FM : Madan de Narton to' Madam de Saiut⸗ 
Fits Sever. 90 bor aden 1 


was ſigned: 1 miſt call i 

ſurely we are all included in it. I. * 
preſs my joy at a page aun. og 
the tenderneſs of a mother, a daughter, 2 4 fon, 
on the one hand; love and virtue on the fer ! 
What à felicity! As ſoon as the articles were 
ſigned, the Marquis aſked Miſs de Ferval, whe- 
ther ſhe would chooſe that the jewels be in 
tended an the occaſion ſhould, be brought to 


nity of pleaſing herſelf better at Paris. The 


queſtion being unexpected, ſhe only deſſted 
that he would put himſelf to no trouble oh 
that bead, as it was quite a matter of 7 


rence; ddl the Marg uis Nil infifting Wan 


anſwer, Madam de Fervat intreated 55 PH, 
delay the purchaſe till they ſivuld go to Paris. 
Well, then, ſaid the Marquis, we will Nd 


awhile z but I hope we {hall de actompani 


-their excuſe, replied Madam de FervaF;; ti 
Wedding is not to be celebrated quite ſo ſoon.--- 
J cannot 
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J cannot poſſibly marry three at once, ſaid the 
Marquis ſmiling; but they are at leaſt my 
ſiſters; and a6 4 pledge of our friendſhip, I 
deer them frankly to tell me what 
preſent would be leaſt unworthy their accep- 
tance. Nothing, Sir, replied Henrietta, with 
ber ar Vivacity, .can ever be unacceptable, 
from one who, poſſeſſes ſo great a ſhare of our 
titude and efteem. Helena returned her 
nks with a fincerity all her own, deſiring 
he would ſet ſame bounds to his generoſity. 
Kb the Marq uis, recurred to my advice; 
and the reſult was, chat he ſhould make a pre- 
ſent to each of. a pair of ear · rings. If this 
favour, replied Madam de Feryal, cannot be 
diſpenſed with, one pair will be fully La 7 3 
ſe one of my daughters may ſucceed to 
er-liſter's trinkets. This was no ſooner ken, 
: han a very viſible confuſion was 5 he in 
Miſs de W's Madam de Ferval could 52 
conceal ber ſurprize, and Henrietta niſin 
alt and. embracing | her ſiſter ; If it woul, he 
x Jeaft uneafineſs to you, faid ſhe to 15 to 
part; with them, I de ſire you will Bl keep 
them: We cannot think of depriving you. of 
: ny... thing that can give you any pleaſure. 
| after caſting his eyes towards his fiſter, 
| as in * e e and 1 confeſs I 


did 


oc 1 221. 


* 44 


126 LETTER CXXXIII. 


did nat know what to think myſelf. I almoſt 
began to entertain ſuſpicions unfavourable to 
this young lady, till her brather, in direct 
contradiction to his ſiſter's tokens for ſilence, 
Toſe from his ſeat, and explained to us the 
whole myſtery, This ineſtimable giil had made 
a ſacrifice, which nothing but the utmoſt 
greatneſs and delicacy of ſentiment, could, bave 
diftated : The three hundred louis dots, by 
which Ferval had prevailed on Martha and 
Juliet's woman to deliver up the letters of 
Leonora, were repayed by the ſale of his 
ſiſter's diamond necklace ; and, to canfirm 
what he ſaid, he ſhewed us the letter ſhe 
wrote to him on the_occgfion, of which 1 
ſend /yaua-copy-4 You may judge what jm- 
ꝓreſſian was.made an ws all by this acknow- 
ledgmeut. Madam de Ferval could nat help 
reproaching her daughter, though in the ten- 
manner, for concealing ſo honourable 

an action. I muſt beg your forgivoneſ, my 
dear mamma; I was net unacquainted with 
eee your heart, and doubted not 


lt appears by the fiſter's jerter, as, indeed, by the 
tenor of the preſent, chat it was not a necklace, but a pair 
- of ear-rings ;- ſo-that-etther Madam. de Nartonor'the editor 
of theſe letters hath made a little miſtake. 

+ This letter has been inſerted in its proper place, vol. I. 
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a n of it embitters wy joy. Can you, 
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but the avowal would have met with your ap- 
plauſe ; but I was unwilling to lay you under 
an engagement of reſtoring to me what I had 


| deptived myſelf of, at leaſt. at that time, tho 
1 intended at ſome future ſeaſon to acquaint - 
you with it. Since my acquaintance, how- 
ever, with the Marquis, the ſecret became 


more important, and the diſcovery would 


have been improper both to him and you. The 


poor Marquis, whoſe ſelf-humiliation was 
exceeded only by his ſenſe of gratitude, had 
neither the power of ſpeech nor motion; but, 


covering his face with his hands, threw him- 
ſelf at the feet of Miſs de Ferval, who with 


difficulty prevailed on him to riſe. I could not 
have imagined, ſaid he, recovering himſelf, 
my love and eſteem for you could have been 
carried beyond what I before experienced; but 


from this laſt point of view in which you ap- 
pear to me, I am convinced no limits can be 


ſet to them. And in what manner ſhall Fex- 


.. preſs myſelf to you, ſaid the Marquis to Fer- 
val, whoſe friendſhip and virtue have been ſo 


conſpicuous, whoſe blood hath flowed not for 


my fake only, but by theſe very hands? 
Was it neceſſary, that your ſiſter's generoſity 


ſhould be added to your own ? But the re- 


ſaid 
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ſaid he to Miſs de Ferval, caſt a veil of obli- 
livion over my weakneſs at that period, when 
you 'were ſo great? Here tears interrupted 
him, and he could ſay no more. Miſs de 
Ferval endeavoured, but in vain, to change 
the topic of diſcourſe, in which Leonora was 
next brought on the carpet. On this, the 
Marquis, who took occafion'to repeat hat 1 : 
had already acquainted Madam de Ferval with, 

ſhewed us a letter, which he received from th: at 

wretched girl the very day I came hither, and , 
which had 'occafioned that embarraſſment in 
which he appeared when he juft arrived, She 
there deſcribes her deplorable fituation, her 

ſickneſs, and ber diftreſs ; and ſays, it was by. 
the advice of Valville thatſhe'came to Bains, 
totty again toſedbce the Marquis, and 10 
vnn mariage. Tbe Marquis ſent her five und 
twenty louis "d'ors, but his anſwer was in 
very cool terms; Miſs de Ferval thou ght it” 

rather ſevere, and could hot Help pityi ying ber. 


Could T; ſaid the Matquls, under ſuch circum- * 


ſtatices,” hive ſpoken with” more kindneſs ? 
However, Miſs de Ferval has requeſted to ſend | 
to Bains to eriquire' after her, and to engage | 
the people, with whom ſhe lodges, not to let 


1 


ber go before a week is expired. Her deſign, 
though Lo not what it is, is certainly for 
ſome 
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ſome, good purpoſe. She was, in the next 
places very anxious to know who chis Mr. de 
Valville was. He is an old acquaintance of 
mige, ſaid the Marquis, but I cannot give 
him the name of a friend, though I have, 
nexertbeleſs ſome regard for him, Iacknow-' 
» I thought him, for a great while, an ex- 
ent perſon to adviſe with, in reſpect to my 
condut in the world; but his mode of liſe | 
was rather too libertine, and inſenſibly led 
me aſtray, He then related to us all that he 
knew about this gentleman ; and, after many 
intreaties, ſhewed likewiſe ſome. of bis letters. 
I had a very great curioſity to read ſome-of 
them, and I think. they are; tryly originals. 
Nothing ſurely ever ſo fully diſplayed a wicked: 
nels of heart and a littleneſs of ſoul z.accom- 
panied with juſt ſenſe ws GAs 
foppery of the day, and to make vice ſeem 
agreeable. Miſs de Feryal/ received this de- 
tail with the. greateſt aſtoniſhment, and ſaid to 
the Macau Although, fir, I have no title to. 
any additional fayours from you, yet there ig. 
one which I muſt venture to requeſt, that 
you will renounce every connection with a man a 
ſo 23 ghly abandoned; for abandoned he 
mult be, to the very laſt degree, chus to become. 
the Apoſtle of Vice itſelf. Bus. —— 


Voz. II. 
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ne, ſaid "he fhimng, 1 7 L 

nude df reuenge. Tach precty Gehl 

Ped Mr. de Valville bas not any Kno ge 
of me, and 1 flatcer myfelf you have na ſuſpi- 
cjons that I am jealous of his approbation. I 
will not detogate frum what merit he may 
Poiſeſs; his friend{bip or bu may probably 
have been the pureſt and ſincereſt of which his. 


Ag th av 4 5 AS 4 : ; ad 

to the judgment of 
1 0 * — p< = " Si \T < 
4 © w a”  * a #4  ©2Y "#8 


: "ok 3 © r6dlve ord i 

Wai Hadith: "My * rapatience : 
eompbetiom bf this hippy union bs, cer- 
tain, hardly inferior to that of the Marquis; 
ne 
_ o*1 ad . 
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» roof, To you, I need not repeat any 
lurances of friendſhip. | 7 -\Þ abs 
8 Wall — {oro 190324, 1 kne es | 


i yJNOUSUCIONS . 


em 2d Li T. T * Cxxxw. ' 

rr p 
4 doidw to Rer. Parts, Aug. 19. 

dear brother, I coongratulate you on 
the aeedimplithment at once of your own 
eve at of Gery with T entertained. 1 
tanks to Heaven, by which 


return 
ele deſtiny has been reſerved for 
you: The polled of a virtuous and agreea- 
"ble wife is the givateſt of bleſings.. All my 
anſwer for this day to Madam de Narton, will 


conlift of the deeds and inſtruments which 
remain to figiſh the work, in conformity to 
that impatience which her friendſhip entertaing- 
The Count, Whs embraces you, 1 
tame uneaſineſs wich niyſelf, chat be is unable 

dere Fe our lap nel 
. be na hich] ſb 1 | 


+2. 


"Ie eat y W ns be long dela 
W N a eee, 
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LET TER. CXXXV., 
Pont Mar en Ss 


W Ferval, Aug. 26. 
T Am juſt come from the altar, and am the 
1 ,appieſt of men. Madam de Narton has 
undertaken to inform you of the circum- 
ſtances. Miſs de Ferval. .\.'. What am I fay- 


ing ?... the Marchioneſs de Roſelle embraces 
vou. Adieu. I know not what I" write; 
but... be afſured N, affection. : | F194 


70 10 26G 31; iv 
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"EE _ gt; en : * Fwy 00 lan 
; 'ERDAY,” my deaf Counteſs; was 
- n 3 happy day Which completed your 
 brothe Gi. "We received your packet 
"the day 1 and all Was in Nadines, On 
his occaſion, ſo affeckionate and ſenſible a 
8 Sec paſſed betwerir Mradem de Ferval 
= and her daughter, that T think myſelf under 

| An obligation to communicate it to you j and 

1 ſay you will prefer it to the moſt lively 
- delcription of he wedding. In this I could 
not 
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not deſcribe any ſcenes of magnificence ; but 
no magnificence can come in competition 
with the unadulterated pleaſures; of inno- 
cence. N T 
e Lay now, faid this excellent parent to 
her daughter, entering into a ſtate of life uns 
known to you before. From the Marquis's 
attachment to you, his virtues, and his cha- 
racter, I have not the leaſt doubt with reſpect 
to your / happineſs ; but the means of pre- 
ſerving this bappineſs, d that affection 
which is the baſis of it, mult not be neglected. 
You have-hitherto, my dear, lived only with 
me, and haye been accuſtomed to a life of 
tranquillity and eaſe, in which my careſſes 
eonſtituted your utmoſt felicity. I have the 
pleaſing reflection, that they were never unde- 
ſervedly : beſtowed, and that you have __ 
«Fully. dicharged, Woh, duty. Fro hx 
. ROOTS 
"that, your happineſs depgnded. on yourſelf a- 
„ene, and. that, having done whatever was 
« required of, you, Jon had yo further . 
Caprice, obſtinacys. and all the train of paſons 
W wbich haue been manifeſted, by thoſe, of che 
lame ſamily in which, you yourlelf haye lived, 
lit has. never been your lot 10 combat. pho 


er aur guly. I had 3 rognrd 
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qualities, it is with a ſpecies-of entina- 
m; wheh ſhe diſcovers their faults, her 
reptoof iy mixed with indulgence: A huſband, 
en che other band, does not Tee the me 

acliens in the Tame: point of views His diſpo- 
fition quilt be ſtudied and carefully attended to. 
A wot; cpetially. if ſhe be a wiſe, is es 
pected w polite yood-nanre, cothptaiſance, - 

4 iffiduity arifing from tendexnefs,. and all 
— te which--prituce' confidence and 
attachititints; 1 beck not, my :dEar, the leald. 
doubt but your with all rheſs-: 
regulſites: But are you certain you en be- 
ednmddatn them to täirkumſtances the moſt 

* and diſcouraging ? Dan yνν ear 
anjjet, bad pEHhaps on- 
——— — 2 wiſe, 
alefitiongte; vireobus, and fepfible, who, after. 


every efforrto-plraſe; is at 14fh epo tothe 
m. tremment uf 2 huſband; ſhe never bes he 


frtisfactꝭom of rectivin action 
the moſt rpmmendable ; ſhe is oven obliged to 
mn and; for her om ſaſety; % 

| 5 N appear 
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r in favlt; 'fhe hides her: calamity! from © 
the world, and mourns only'.ingqfpcrepy and; 
thes | making a;perpetyal ſacrifice-of her incli- 
nation, - ſherendeaworrs: to take on dherſelf the: 
blame of thai fatiles which the could bot pre 
vent. Though G is guided only by ting 
roles Which virtue and reaſem inſpire, ber 
virtue is unapproved, and ber reaſon: unat 
tended to; and yet though every ſglicizude and 
indulgence; of chemſelyes almoſt: perſunſive; 
are ineſfectoa bo the purpole deſired, ſur fill 
endcavours-that nothing of this domeſtic un- 
caknoſd (bat} he. obſerved by, others; and tat 
hee heſband-'may at leaſt npperr wm a 
ſenſe and principle. How rear, how refpeR« : 
able a charnfve in this! Bet how mbappy-: 
matt ſuch a woman be? Do you-poileds ſuahe 
 fanitede?.i0y diaz voy 215 120 |! aanftiupar 

/Þ hops, man I: hall never experience - 
fo crvel a fatuation'. x v bare: the greateſt u 
ſon ch cine, rephed. Madam de Ferval, y 
mil not; \che-good | (cridey the r and 4 
_ alleRian'of die Marquis de Roſchlesigiveimme- 
the moſt Giceyring! horse. Let r e, 
beer, vo will have the  opportiniitp: of 1 
drawing, betwenn pour own. eiccunaſiances:' 
and thoſe of other woman 28 'y 


ſell, nch yew 20 'fet a pn wandten he 
IO | K4 blappineſs 
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— — mae: to take pleaſure in your terror 
or unealineſs ; this would be a wantonneſs' of 
© cruelty, indeed; but I would have you reflect 
on the neceſſity of being prepared even for the 

_ worſt. Diſpoſitions are by no means unchange- 
able; even the beſt may, by events not to be 
foreſeen, become untoward; and love does 
not always continue with the fame fervency. 
In this caſe, the only reſources: which remain 

to a good wife are patience and fortitude. If 

vou ſhould ever perceive in your huſband a 

dimioution of tenderneſs; if you ſhould ever 

dence, or that he places it on another; then 
let your cares, your attention to bim be re- 
Fer Do not be too prodigal of careſſes 

p — a time might. be trou- 
-bleſome. fy im an · opportunity to diſ- 
cover your affectionate unes fineſd on his ac- 

count; but, Whatever may happen, I charge 
vou never to reptoach him; ſot roproaches, 

| f let them be ever ſo.-polite, ever ſo cautioiiſly - 

- worded, may make a wound in his heart 

which never can be chealed. If through any 

5 - calamity; of which I cannot ſupport the idea, 

S 8 aſſuredly — yo 

's 
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Buſband's affections ſhould be transferred to 
ſome other object.. . Alas! my dear mother, 
I could not live under ſo afflicting à eitcum- 
ſtance; but as I could not but ſtill love him, 
I would employ every tender aſſiduity, I would 

do my utmoſt to regain his affection, and 
would try even to make him think I was 
not ſenſible of my misfortunes... Theſe,” re- 
plied Madam de Ferval, are very good reſolu- 
tions; nevertheleſs there are circumſtances 
which will not admit of ſuch diſſimulation; 
; | which require a ſilent ſadneſe, without com- 
- Plaint, without bitterneſd. In ſuch a con- 
Janine) an air of diſdain or gaiety: would be 


73 


unſeaſonable; and would ſhew either diſſipa- 
tion or pride. Under ſuch à misſortune, a 
_- virtuous and tender wife cannot but be afflicted 
and mortified, and ſentiments ſo natural need 
not be concealed, as they pay a compliment᷑ to 
the huſband, who cannot be unaffected by 
them. Never let any thing ſevere of Wonen 
fall from you in his hearing, either with reſpect 
t birmſelf or the object he is attached to. 
The beſt method is to avoid ſpeaking at all on 
uch topics. Thete ig, I know; a refoitce 
which ſome women to, but it is a dan- 
.©Perous one; I mean coquetry: They hope 
boy 1 their intentions by means of 
2 | * 
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Jealouſy. i But theſe women, hy thes ing 
the loſe e eſteem to the loſs. of love, defeat 
their on dehomes, and (deprive themſclves.of - 
| every hope. of reformation. - Q Ni 8 Sto NH 
What ſitustion is more pitiable thaw that 
of a virtuous woman united td a man πhði 
Jealous ? The beſt method, however, ſhe ea 
have recourſe to, is to retire from the workd,/ 
to arm berſelf with mildaeſs/-and:: patience; | 
and, above all, to forbear complaining. This: 
ſituation is tertible, and. I hope you will never 
experience it. Bat, my dear how happy ſu- 
ever your union may be, it is not to be ſup- 
poſed that ſome little clouts of diflention will 
not ariſe. Io perſons cannot always, and 
on euriy point, be of the ſane opinion; when -: 
virtue; therefore, is not injurod by conform-' 
int ao the 'opigion of another, und when 6. 
ſan does mot oppoſe what a huſband requires, 


its our pant o Mieldꝭ and to: ſucxiſi u vut own 


ſentiments tarpeace, and u thus ſub mim 
to which we were born! Pol ineulcate ino 
girls a non, that by marrying] they become 
ikieir dun miſlreſſes ĩs dreadful. They ſhouſd 
be rather tuld; that h marriage they 'cevntratt 
3 ſtth terer depend mee, and d beide 
taught the means of rendering tus dependence! 
+ Hs 780g of 'comeming;ths uition. | We 
* have 


- 
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have hut oe privilege; thar-bf-nikking're- 7 
monitances; this-Is really our'own, und it is 
incumbent om us to know how to "uſe it. 
When once a wife poſſeſſes her huſband's con- 
fidenee, and deſorves it, her power is not in- 
conſaltrable. To give up the point with 
ebaarfulneſs in thoſe leſs important matters 
wich intereſt ourſelves: alone to reſerve 
that inſſuente we have over an huſband ta 
thoſt greater::accaſions,. wherein | deviation 
from-reQtitude-woauid be moſt dangerous; to 
endeavour; without ſeeming to aim at con- 
viction, to convince him of an error by that 
mude of perſuaſiom which is dictatæd by treaſon 
and preſented with all the graces bf love: and 
mildneſs ; to be able to do this is to poſſeſs a 
charm by which we {hall obtain uch an 
empite as io maſt. to be preferred; hut aach 
nq bhoaſt muſt he made. nd pride muſt be taten. 
Im the management of a family, which is more 
peculiarly out: previbce, we may uſe our 
authority with: leſã reſtraint but in all thoſe 
affairs of conſequences: in which. a diuſband ia 
ſuppoſed te De bhiefly coneer nod: ve muſti 
never thin of elaiming the hönaur, eren 
though vy may have borge the greateſt part. 
There are, however, ſome particular! cuſes 
which I muſt except, though I cannot —_— 


ago In, 
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In a word, my dear child, marriage 1 
Nate of Fs, and facrifices, and, without that 
1 7 ſentiment which renders every thing 
eaſy, it is a taſk of difficulty even for Virtue 
herſelf to fulfil the duties of it. There is 0 
doubt that the obligations are reciprocal ;' but 
there are Lkewiſe particular attentions which 
are incumbent on us alone. Nature, by in- 
| parting to us a greater ſhare of gracefulneſs, 
delicacy, and beauty, hath taught us, that it 


is out part to throw every aſfiduity, complai- 
fance, and regard i into the fund of that com- 


merce, from which we gain iti exchange the 
ptotection and the OTE labours of 


the men. As courage is the characteriſtic of 
one ſex, fo gentleneſs is that- of the other; 
And gentlenels is never tefiſted. by courage. 
Too reign, we muſt firſt obey g and to enjoy 
greater things, we muſt ſubmit ourſel ven to 
the leſs. We are not to afflict ourſelves if o 
aſſiduĩties ſnould not always be returned; men 
are leſs fufteptible than we are.. Were othey 
equally fuſceptible with us wherein would 
our advantage conſiſt ? They are oteupidd 
with more important concerns q but our pri- 
- mary object ſhould be the aft of pleaſing. 
4 ann implies # regard to very delicate 
e, yet coquttry is on no account tobe 
5 employed: 
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employed: To the world it is contemptible ; 
to an huſband i it is indecent. I do, t mean 

to cenſure that innocent art, whoſe ble end i 43 
a cultivation of affection, and of which the 
neglect would be imprudent at leaſt, if not 
blameable. But on this head, my dear, I can 
give no directions but what are general and 
vague . Be aſſured, mamma, ſaid Miſs de 
Feryal, that in every circumſtance your ad- 
vice. ſhall be recurred to, and your orders 
obeyed... . My orders! By no means. From 
the moment of your marriage my authority 
ceaſes ; and your, huſband alone. mn Om 
yout obedience . . Arely, mamma . . . Do 
not be uneaſy, —— dear child. Vout mother 
will always be your ſriend, an affe clionate 
friend; one Who can give conſolation and 
perhaps aſſiſtance. It is a happineſs, to you, 
that I am, not ignorant of the extent of my 
power Were a mother to.require any thing 
contrary to the huſnand's inclination, no heſi- 
tation need be made; he alone is to be obeyed 
in erery caſe where honour and virtue permit. 
Accuſtom yourſelf, therefore, to, this idea of 


\ 


obedienee, which-is the, beſt ſupport, at thoſe 
. periods when, imperiouſneſs is aſſumed, and 
from which, even if it ſhould engage qu to 

more chan your duty requites, nothing but goo] 


conſe- 
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nes ke by I. have too good 
opinion of the Marquis“ e 
Kienefs, Affection, and eſteem, to ſuppoſe e he 
Will ever behave in a deſpotic manner; 5 "but 
as this muſt Thar] gy owt 
"obligation, it fhould be an additional m 
Fot your gratitude... £9531%% WY 3 
The Marquis's preſence here interri 
us, 1 could not help faying to him, with 2 
ſmile, that I was _ he did not know how 
much he Was indebted t 0 Madam de 6 Feng 
For the excellent W e giving 
—_— Wh wks | the Mar- 
can Mils de i flang | in N50 
'of Þ dyes nor Ebe ermitted © "alk 
Lot dle is Not 50 belt fs maſte 
continued the, WitH an air of h 0 
e td feet, ar, be el to 


Preſams ta 8 Lahe not fat e 
eee 


Tu hoy Sed Miaitam 
dt Feryali45u thuld Hive enter ajned' ſuch, 

2Ububt þ ut it fall be foo remov DI 'by 
moſt ronvmeing proof.” Slifthen | put into the 
>Miaquiv's hands d letter, Which her days Sbier 
2wrote ddfing ber ſtay at Varctines, 97 0 
Pe * * woche her own pal 
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In 
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41 . the Mar radi vs knen, This de- 
RO Pl Virtues 
© all affedtnd, with 


iS, — * tranſport of joy was in- 5 
e alter chis 
3 agreeably the euening was 


$320 3 Andes 


rr le the 1 all the 
from the neighbouring villages 
4 | thejr homage;z.; the, men with 
a 121 9 * 

adorned wit Ki 17 8 
ba Fr were, conduted to the-altars where 
the os and ao who. were preſent tbe tears 
Joy during 1 Fs 3 * from hence 
e ret Wi 5 Fase endants.,. On 
Ai occaſion N Jam g. de Ferval.caufed ribbands 
1 be given pony mon among AF Fun and 
thoſe who were moſt in di Was 
"Tikewiſe distributed. ie ——_ likewiſe 
. of: trees ia the court before; the 
e, at W WE * one . awake. 


| Sm de 
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of, cloathed, and inſtructed at her expence. 
Nor is het god es donſihed to thiꝭ one object; 


The, aged and the ſick equally,» though. in. 
ſeetet, articipate « of it, As Miſs de Ferval 


has Tkewife "borne a conſiderable part in, a 
ayceable 1abdurs, ſhe had by 
receiving the al eſfuſions of ratitude, 
accompanied with the ſincereſt wi es for. x the 
Wi and happineſs of Kerſelf and the Mar- 


Pleaſure and l gaicty, my. "dear r Counteſs, 
t fynohymous :; * True affeRtion is feldom' 


3 Get ſlerday, Joyful”, FO — un 


dl if wh 3 paſſed witho! it one f. 
5 . involuntarily flowed Mr 
me; ; N andi 2 575 which, 1 bare never 
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offfiredly mutt - -paFfake.2* T e 
teftled bis fetter to a an Alge feta 1a 
3 "that Fnowledye e bo | 
Ht wilt Hot pe ted one "YOu. - But Bs 
3 
| .. 29 a Sep 71 => * vt 
1 * aer 4 ** {fy at N 


* 3 x 7 das 7 3 TN is — as? 
Abe 3 witoorge 5 — FORE ol C47, 70 11 


3 ne 
"ies ny 3G e EEG. 
= S:-: 2 | 


146 L ET TE R cxxxvl. 


is uninfluenced/by the thouęhts of futurity, if 
N to a life. of e; is in 3 
able, I Will not fo rce you to an unwi ng con- 
_ euprepes wich, my propoſal, by threatening to 
you. By no means. If it 1 
- choice to appear again publickly in the word, 
- ls,» will tab upon myſelf the charge of your re- 
n to Paris, and of procuring amine for 
vou. An acceptance, however, of my firſt 
— 4 would fulfil my, wiſhes of eee * 


me nec is you, « tate for the, p 
aſutes of virtue, a return to 0 which 1 is at no . 


unſqſonable. There ge ſome indifcretions 
1689; which.pardon. ia zefuled by the men, even 
- 19MF nooks nn been i the 17 . 5 of . 


ahn ug Supreme Be * 


ee and LO be tied 78 

as that you avill ſeriouſſy refleR 50 what T have | 

11/i{W3ithuns ad tranſmit me an, Anſwer ; for 

1 —— — — 8. 

3 W re, at. : in- 
aH ental. 5c your h. * | 
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Our 


rom! 


nora. ts th 70 the 'Mardhiouf de Roſelle. 
2 1 = Bains, Auguft 28. 

11 Madam, can an it be the Mar- 

K .— F de Roche, v who deigns thus to 

intereſt herſelf i in the ſufferings of an unhappy 

"woman, and to ſtoop even to a correſpondence 

With her Is it credible .. Tears interrupt 

me. . . At what, moment could 1 have had 

the idea, that y ou, Madam, would ever have 

_ held out to me the hand of affiſtince ?'T will 

£ not attempt to expreſs my gratitude, which no 

words can de ae. Vet it is not My own 

0 nor your relief, which thus af- 

It = goodnefs which awakens 

my a Ebay," there 1 heart fo vicious, 

* which could with- hold adoratzon from Virtue, 

. when introduced b you? Shall 1, Madam, 

SY ee the r ? Of vittue I had form- 

del a vet diſigreeable notion; à notion that 

it was reſerved; haugllty; 8 

Tate fs ffn in J0% Wär dez In 
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is in your alone I date to pronounce 

the name. . . - How different ſuch diſcourſes of 

28 from thoſe which I have been uſed 
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which her pity to Leonora bad be caſibned; 
that if ly this example, by an ignorant 
conſtruction, ſhould be looked, on as an en- 
couragement to vice by ſome mind _ 

reſolved to embrace it, it ſhould likewiſe 
conſidered, that to convert from ; guilt 1 is 10diſ- 
putably an act of virtue; 3 and that nothing is 
entirely exempted from inconveniences} that 
the had tranſmitted to the e Convent. A ou 

able TAG, of Leonora, 1 whom ſhe hoped an 
ae e erg up 15 Chrscter . 
e regularity of 4 Ko ; that, far- 
this, ſhe the 0 V not mean to off 
4 own judgment ; 2 be bal ſimply ſol- 
with her de- 
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8 * this we all agreed, obtained 
© ptomiſe, rd adept quit the 
Convent: without the conſent of the * 
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If, as my affairs will . # me 
return to Parks till after Gee nuit 
amuſe my ſelf in my ſolitude Wien che ter 
calle&tion of thoſe del ightful momeiits I HA 
bent. When we meet, I ſhall more fully 
partake of the genetal joy. Meanwhile I cat 
conſole myſelf with the refleQion, that I was 
among the firſt who enjoyed this happy event; 
and that it is but juft that. Jou, in your turn, 
ſhould enjoy it likewiſe. As fobn as I am 
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in his fauqur. I return, therefore, to the 
ladies, and leave him to conclude the <piltle, | 
Adieu ö 
Upon my bonour, Madam, I 1 blo. 
lutely fallen in love with my new. ſiſter, her 
mother, her ſiſters, and the whole family. The 
young ladies have not in company the leaſt 
 conftraint or embarraſſment, and you would. 
be quite charmed to ſee us together. Then as 
to Madam de Ferval, ſhe is a woman whoſe 
behaviour is at once noble and affable, 3 
know. not how the manages it, but ſo it is, 
and ſhe commands eſteem... I am very certain 
that ſome of our more elegant ladies, if cere- 
mony and affeQation can be called. elegance, 
have found. out a world of deficiencies. in our 
country beauties; q but they have. not ventured 
fo far 23, to, ſpeak out. y, baye hitherto 
only applauded them. And aJville . . . 5 
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' has been tip or three times, at the Margvi 
door,z but, matters bad, beat Sten care of fo 
— nfo thighs cold nor ee Wo 
Jet bis defire of , ſeeing, Madam de Rofelle 
Wes iſo, gyeat, that he could almoſt have at- 
tempted 10 breakthrough the guard. Her- 


. an ma 1 be vis is J Mr, 


IS QUHMYY _ 


˖ i bein and, 0 N11 3 


. 


LETTER CXL 15635 
ever; he was" obliged to make bis retreat 
from that quarter,” and content himſelf wich 
a ſight of her at the opera, where he cou, 


not help acknowledging he tot pretty; ubn 


bonbur ” ſhe «bas pretty. Having, through che 
medium of others, paid his homage to Ma- 
dam de Roſelle's beauty, he a ſecond time at- 
tempteck the Marquis's door with the ſame 
ſbecetßs. I r apity; bes not"amiiſs ; a pretty 
girl cough,” ind I ſhould not bbvt infulted the 
Margui yt chiite. © This is ceremony. This is 
60 'be a unn of feßßion. But "hat" tan the 
poor thing think of it? T cannit hHf pitying her. 
Roſelle is jealous, and is ging, I ſuppoſe, to 
exclude her from all good company, hu to mate 
Bis <oife as great @ reduſe as Hir fur. Phoy 
child! I dare ſay it will be quite" an gel, 
ite a Madum ds Saint! Sever; A pPetiy plice of 
irniture! You can have no döubt) but we 
think ourſelves” groſsly affronted by ſuch ex- 
preſſions; but Madam de Roſelle is endes 
drs t0 Prepal n der arid bela 
them, as unworthy bis notice! SHPis ctrtainly 
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be the mattification'of their Jependents. E- 
crecy and 2 aa, 1 never could 
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LETTER CXH. 
From the Marquis to Madam de Narton. 
Madam, © Paris, Nov. 20. 

A® you are-by no means a ſtranger to my 

| ſenſibility, and the value of that obliga- 
gation I have received at your bands, I need 
not expreſs my gratitude, to which love and a 
ſenſation of happineſs have communicated their 
enthuſiaſm. Will you not be ſurprired to 
hear, that L have ſtill a favour to requeſt of 
þ you, in relation to the Marehioneſs? Her 
behaviour is: ſb reſerved and ſo ſubmiſſive, as 
both humiliates and diſtracts me. You know 
her heart, and I know my on. Can I do 

dtherwiſe: than implicitly follow her inclina- 
tion? Are there men to be found ſo uneivi- 
lizet! as not to perreive, chat by a ſuperiority 
ef talenta, wit, reaſon, and virtue, heaven 
hath veſted in women. thoſe. privileges, which 
they thomſelves :(o:- frequently uſurp with 
» ernelty;2 and injuſtice 2 Aockpt the moſt af- 
20 au have made ſo, and at all who ALE. in- 
tſteruſted in their welſate. I have pour 
to end au Leonora's lettet, which; gs duite 
n matter uf qiumph to the Marghionels:1;y We 
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vhich your, preſence will complete our fe- 
licity. 
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LY 
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L E T 1＋ E R cum. A ; 
From Leonora. to the Marquis. * 1 


Nancy, Nov. 13. 

As Ae Sir, which you have 
conferred un me neceflarily require. a 

return of homage on my part, deign to re- 


_ceive the effuſions of a gratitude incapable of 


- diminution or end. From that knowledge I 
© have of your heart, I am perſuaded you will 
learn with pleaſure the effect which has been 
produced in me by your goodneſs and that of 
the Marchioneſs de Roſelle. >03. 91A Joi 
Io ber generdus ſollicitude alone I ſtand 
indebted for that reformation which hath been 
brought about in me. From tbe firſt moment 
in which ſhe was pleaſed to intereſt herſelf in 
my welfare, I was ſenſible; of the greatneſs of 
- her virtues, and conceived the: moſt lively re- 
gret at my own demerits. Her ne 
| | goodneſs hath effected that-which the moſt 
| bitter reproaches never could accompliſh, the 
diſcovery to myſelf of the ignominy of my 
, her condulh T. e 
1 but 
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that what I am-moſt affected with is that 
advantage which her benevolence has more 
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but the terror was not the terror of deſpair, 


Conſidering your excellent lady as an angel 
deſcended from the celeſtial regions, J caſt 
myſelf into her arms; and her attention to me, 
by procuring that happineſs which in my pre- 
ſent habitation I now enjoy, raiſed the curtain 
of Deception, and preſented Virtue to my view 
in all her brightneſs. I acknowledge, Sir, 


particularly obtained for me, the enjoyment 


in fo valuable an aſylum of a reſpeR which, 
had my life been known, would never have 


been paid me. My greateſt dread, before I 
came hither, aroſe from an expectation of being 


treated with that contempt which I ſufficient- 


Jy deſerve, But-the regard which is hewn 


me js become my puniſhment. A compariſon 
of thoſe virtues which I now have before me, 


wich the vices into which I had before been 


hath cauſed an inward emotion which 


cannot be deſcribed, and to fuch powerful 
- - Motives to repentance another bath likewiſe 
| been added, the 
terrible death of Juliet, Feat and 4error had 
_ almoſt overwhelmed mez-buttheie have yield- 
r erg 


recolletion of the 


Will find, that avarice alone dictated the moſt 
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hath enabled 'me not only to perceive the ex- 
tent of its preſent favours, but likewiſe to hope 
for ſtill greater ; to obtain which [ ſhall devote 
the whole remainder of my liſe. My illneſs, 
which, notwithſtanding every aſſiſtance, ſtill 
continues, hath given me reaſon to think, that 
my days are ſhortened for my former guilt. 
But how great is my happineſs, if ſuch an 
atonement will be accepted ! | 

I am not ignorant, that this relation would 
appear with great propriety addreſſed to the 
Marchioneſs, as it is in conſequence of her 
cares, that my efforts are now directed to 
re-enter the paths of virtue. But arguments 
yet ſtronger haye engaged me ta expreſs my 
gratitude immediately to you, to whom honour 
obliges me to make every confeſſion, however 
ignominious. My firſt duty is to throw off 
every diſguiſe, and, to diſcover the unworthi- 
neſs of a woman, whom you would have 
raiſed to an equality with yourſelf. If at any 
time'a child'of yours ſhould be ſo ut as 
to fall a prey. to the ſnares of 2 girl like 
Leonora, let him read my letter, "where he 


tender expreſſions ; that no affection exiſted 
on my part; that having proftituted myſe}f to 


debauchery from my * years, my heart 
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was unſuſceptible of delicacy of ſentiment; 
that even you would have been betrayed for a 
rival more rich er more prodigal ; that before 
I ſeduced you, I had been equally treacherous to- 
others, young as yourſelf, who were led away 
by the inticement of pleaſure, whoſe manners \ 
I corrupted, and whoſe fortunes I conſumed; 
ang that, attentive to the progreſs of your paſ-. 
' ſion,” Thad recourſe to intrigue, and hypocriſy, 
and by theſe arts had almoſt carried my point, 
and prevailed on you to conſent” to a public 
marriage. This I reflect on as my greateſt guilt, 
of which, however, I had too many precedents ; 
and in which the hand of authority ought ſurely 
to interpoſe. How great a friend have you found 
in Mr, de Ferval, who firſt ſaw thro' my in- 
tentions, and afterwards expoſed his own life 
to preſerve yours from ſhame and misfortune ! 
Might he not have fallen a victim to his 
honeſt zeal ? Accuſtomed to ſuch horrors, I 
was little affected by them. When blood hath 
| flowed for my fake. I conſidered it. only as a. 
freſh homage paid to my charms; and the 
murder of two rivals, who had once perhaps. 
deen friends, ſeemed nothing more than an 
addition to the triumph of beauty. Had it not 
been for the dread of that puniſhment which | 
Juice, _ have _—_ nothing would 
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have pleaſed me more than à duel on miy 
account. Such was the only ſentiment which 
occupied me in thoſe terrible circumſtances 
-which my artifices had rendered familiar to me. 
Caprice or fancy ſometimes, indeed, attached 
me for a while to ſome" wretch baſe as myſelf, 
to whom my own baſeneſs would be leſs diſ- 
guiſed; and of this my connection with Bizac is 
too evident a proof. A virtuous heart, a ſoul 
'endued with greatneſs of ſentiment, were not 
formed to affect me; my inclination would 
never have been ditected to you, ſir, nor to 
any man of honour. A mere gallant is ſeldom 
the object which makes any impreſſion on us 
of love. Far from reſlecting on your tender- 
neſs as an amiable quality, I conſidered it 
only as a weakneſs, and as an opportunity 
the better to impoſe on you; That avarice 
which I ſacrificed; dy refufing your preſents 
aroſe from the ambition alone of becoming 
pour wife; and even thoſe appearances of 
diſintereſtedneſs, genetoſity, and gratitude, of 
vrhich in your pteſence I made a parade, were 
no other than ſecret means, invented by vice, to 

counterfeit virtue, and ſeduce” her. Such was 
that creature to whom you would e ſacti- 
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I muſt conſeſs, ſir, that after our rupture 
my whole regret was occaſioned by the thought 
that I had departed from the ſureſt method of 
attaching to myſelf a ſoul like yours. If we had 
proceeded ſo far in our amour, that any living 
pledge of our paſſion had exiſted, I ſhould have 
neglected no means to have taken advantage of 
it. As you would not have thought yourſelf 
degraded by ſacrificing your reputation to pa- 


tternal love, though no eſteem, no regard 


would have remained for me, yet the tender 
careſſes of an infant, requeſting the permiſſion 
only of calling you his father, could not haye 
been reſiſted. This child, to whom by my 
artifices. every deceit would have been render- 
ed familiar, would have obtained that from your 
affection, which your reaſon would have refuſed, 
and thus have fulfilled the views of his guilty 
mother. Think, fir, in what light you would 
have been viewed by theſe witneſſes of my 
ignominious proceedings; and in what manner 
you could ever have endured their preſence or 
that of your family ? Deſpiſed as long as you 
had lived, obliged either to conceal yourſelf 
from ſociety, or to ſuffer daily and con- 
- tinual mortifications, and at laſt overcome 
with ſhame and regret, you could have ex- 
+ ATE War 
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from which I would willingly have thrown 


" This, f fir, is the declaration which hath been 
drawn from me by the united ſentiments of 
remorſe, gratitude, and virtue; that virtue of 
which you have pointed out the path.. Enjoy 
that purity of happineſs which hath been re- 
ſerved for you, and congratulate yourſelf on 
the eſcape you have made from thole danger- 
ous connections you had with me; the conſe- 
quence of which deliverance hath been, the ac- 
quiſition of the moſt amiable and moſt virtuous 
of women. With a heart overflowing with 
gratitude for your benefits, and with ſorrow 
for my crimes, if I may yet be permitted to 
offer ſupplications to Heaven for others as well 
as for myſelf, I will never ceaſe to pray for 
every blefling upon you and upon the Mar- 
chioneſs de Roſelle ; and thus agreeably em- 
ployed ſhall paſs the remainder of a life, of 
which the laſt moment is approaching. 
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